Why We Have Drama:

Mrs. Cyndi Bringer – cbringer@sd13.org 
To provide a framework for the lifelong skills of communication and interaction with your peers.  Students who participate in Speech/Drama are less likely to have difficulty speaking in public: will be more persuasive in their communications, both written and oral; will be better able to put themselves into others’ shoes in order to empathize with them; and will have a more positive, confident self-image.  Participation in Speech/Drama requires self-control and discipline that will serve the students well in all aspects of like.  Students in Speech/Drama will learn to work together; to cooperate; to find the best way for each member of a group to contribute; and to listen to and accept the viewpoints and contributions of others.  Speech/Drama provides training for communication so necessary in today’s increasingly information-centered society and prepares students to live and work in a world that is increasingly team-oriented rather than hierarchical.

6th Grade Speech/Drama Curriculum:

The sixth grade Speech/Drama rotation has an emphasis in drama.  This is a performance-oriented class.  This seven-week course uses a variety of acting activities to introduce students to the performing arts, as well as learning the various backstage aspects of theatre.   Through creation and performing, they come to understand how works of theatre art are produced.  How to orally read a play script, storytelling, pantomime, improvisation, set and costume design, and stage movement/combat, along with duet acting are some of the tools used for instruction. Dramatic structure and analysis are also studied.

7th Grade Speech/Drama Curriculum:

The 7th grade Speech/Drama rotation takes the basics learned in 6th grade Speech/Drama, builds upon those, at the same time as laying a foundation for the 8th grade Speech/Drama speech emphasis.  This course is also performance oriented.  Learning listening and evaluating, characterization, the stage, technical theatre, stage combat, and producing a one-act play, are some of the tools used for instruction.  Emphasis will be on Shakespeare’s works and history of theatre.  Speech emphasis will be on speaking informally, speaking for practical and social purposes.  Also included is how to practice and prepare to better help control stage fright.

8th Grade Speech/Drama Curriculum:

The 8th grade Speech/Drama rotation has an emphasis in speech.  This is a performance-oriented class.  This seven-week course uses a variety of speaking activities to introduce students to public speaking.  They are taught to listen and speak in a variety of situations.  Speaking exercises, gathering information, how to write and use an outline, persuasion, group discussions that are written and performed in class, interviewing,  oral interpretation, and television (Windows Movie Maker) are some of the tools used for instruction.  A resume with composite head shots will complete their three year drama experience. During the showcase the 8th grade student will be able to delve deeper into script writing, puppetry, acting, and musical theatre.

Extra Credit Opportunities:

· Bring in any newspaper articles or cartoons that have to do with the theatre.
· Go to a production and bring in the playbill from the show. Give a brief synopsis of the performance to the class. 
Important Drama Dates for 2010-2011:

Alice in Wonderland – October 7 at 7:00 pm

Talent Show try-outs Early December

Talent Show performance January 21st at 7:00 pm

Music Man, Jr.  —April 28 and 29—7:00 pm







