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A Message from the Principal:    
�
The new year always brings new resolutions 
too. This is a good time to talk to your stu-
dents about their daily use of their plan books. 
I see Plan Books in use, children color coding 
assignments and an overall need to organize 
their lives into some order with which they 
can function. Both myself and my staff ap-
plaud these efforts and hope that you will en-
courage your student to use the Plan Book to 
help them prioritize their time. Take a moment 
out of your day to look at what is jotted down, 
perhaps it will even be a key opportunity for 
some meaningful conversation with your child 
that evening. Just as we have busy lives, so 
too, do these children and helping them put 
order into their daily activities and assign-
ments will ultimately assist them in making 
wise choices. Teachers always give time in 
class for students to write in the plan book. 
 
It is hard to believe we are coming to the end 
of our second quarter already. Our school con-
tinues to be a place where students are not 
only learning but also where students are ac-
tively engaged in after school activities.  Busy 
kids in schools are healthy kids. I continue to 
be impressed by our daily life here at West-
field. Our winter sports season is in full swing 
and students are now practicing for our annual 
Talent Show on January 22.  
 
Moving into the second half of our school 
year, we are once again getting into �the test-
ing season�. In the beginning of February, 6th 
and 7th grade students will be taking the Otis-
Lennon Tests. These measure cognitive and 
verbal abilities and the results will be shared 
with you in the spring.  Mark your calendars 
now for the annual ISAT testing happening 
the first week in March. This test, given over 
the course of four days (March 2 through 
March 5) is mandated by the state of Illinois 
and is designed to measure student achieve-
ment in comparison with state standards. Our 
teachers have prepared our students well for 
the ISAT as the concepts and skills needed to 
be successful on this high stakes testing is em-
bedded within our daily curriculum. I ask par-
ents to convey to their children the importance 
of individual effort and taking these tests seri-
ously. The results reflect on each individual 
student and on our school district as whole.  
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�Some of the most sought after holiday pre-
sents for many young people are electronic 
devices, cell phones, IPods, and the like. We 
all understand why these devices are in de-
mand. They make students’ lives easier, keep 
them in contact with friends and family mem-
bers, and provide enjoyment. While we can 
understand why students want them, and par-
ents are interested in purchasing them as 
gifts, we would like to highlight for our parents 
the challenges that these electronic devices 
present to us in our school environment. We 
are asking for your support in how they are 
used and protected.� (Constien) 
 
Because we are a feeder district to LPHS, we 
follow many of their school policies too (we 
want to prepare your student for life beyond 
Westfield). LPHS and D13 school polices al-
lows students to have their phones and musi-
cal devices out before the school day and af-
ter the school day ends, but these electronic 
devices must be stored in the student’s locker 
during the regular school day. �We have a few 
reasons for requiring this. Most importantly, 
these devices can potentially cause a disrup-
tion to learning in our classrooms; keeping the 
devices in the lockers ensures that these dis-
ruptions don’t take place.� While Westfield is 
a secure place, student traffic and crowded 
hallways, are not a place for electronic de-
vices. Over the last few years, our students 
have learned that the lockers are the most 
secure spot for these cell phones and other 
electronic devices.  
 
Bringing these high theft devices to school 
places the responsibility on our student. Our 
WF handbook points out that D13 is not re-
sponsible for the loss or theft of this equip-
ment. Further, if students carry their phones 
or electronic devices on them during the day, 
it will be confiscated by school personnel, a 
school detention issued and a parent has to 
come to school to pick up your student�s prop-
erty (an inconvenience for you!).  �Naturally, 
we then have a very upset young person who 
is anxious about the consequences. We con-
tinue to ask your help in reinforcing our guide-
lines for the use of these devices in our 
school.� 



An Angel Watching Over Us 
 

On December 10, 2009, Westfield Middle 
School staff and students were kissed by an an-
gel, having received an unexpected gift of 21st 
Century learning tools.  Five Interwrite Mobi 
Systems, eInstruction system software and 
staff training were graciously donated through 
the Love for Lucy Foundation. The generous 
donation was presented in loving remembrance 
of Lucy Pierri. Staff were surprised and hon-
ored by a heartwarming and fond presentation 
from Lucy�s children, John, Andrea and Mi-
chael, and Love for Lucy Foundation Presi-
dent, Amy Dahly.  
 
Lucy Pierri, was a District 13 health assistant 
and nurse from 2002 � 2008.   Lucy lost her 
battle with colon cancer on August 14, 2008. 
Throughout her valiant fight, community mem-
bers, Westfield staff and School District 13 ral-
lied together in support of Lucy and her family. 
In gratitude, under the direction of  one of 
Lucy�s very dear friend�s, Amy Dahly, the 
Foundation elected to make a donation of four 
Mobi systems, which was then matched by 

CIM technologies with one additional Mobi 
system, eInstruction software and staff train-
ing. 
 
The Interwrite Mobi System�s are cutting-edge 
technology tools for progressive 21st century 
classrooms. The Mobi is the industry�s first of 
its kind multi-user, interactive classroom sys-
tem designed specifically to support student-
centered, collaborative learning.  Both teacher 
and students can concurrently interact with and 
contribute, hands-on, to the same digital con-
tent during team learning activities, simula-
tions and more. Basically, the Mobi is an inter-
active white board, in mobile form.  The Mobi 
allows teachers to actively engage with their 
students throughout the classroom, versus be-
ing locked into presenting and working from 
the front of the classroom where a traditional, 
stationery white board might be used.   
 
Lucy Pierri chose to use her life helping others.  
She especially loved her job as a school nurse 
at Erickson, DuJardin and Westfield.  �I feel 
like they are all my children,� she told her 
friends and family. Frank, John, Andrea and 
Michael chose to pay it forward to the District 
13 community by giving a special donation; a 
gift that keeps on giving to the children of Dis-
trict 13 for years to come, and a gesture of 
gratitude to all those who loved and cared for 
the Pierri�s during their most challenging 
times. 
 
Westfield Middle School is humbled to have 
the opportunity to celebrate Lucy�s birthday 
with such distinction ~ an ongoing reminder of 
the inspiration, joy and perseverance of such a 
generous soul. Lucy would have been 47 years 
old on December 10, 2009.    
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Lake Park Counselor Visit 
 
Lake Park High School Guidance 
Counselors visited Westfield on 
Monday, January 11th to talk with 
students about scheduling and activi-
ties at Lake Park.  The presentation 
took place during first period classes.  
Students learned about classes that 
will be available for them to take at 
Lake Park, and heard about what the 
high school counselors recommend.  
Information was shared about oppor-
tunities available with elective 
classes as well.  Counselors informed 
students about the wide variety of 
clubs, activities, and sports available.  
This was a great opportunity for stu-
dents to ask the Lake Park Counsel-
ors any questions they may have 
about transitioning to high school.   
 
Replenishing School  
Supplies 
 
Since we are coming up to the 
halfway point of the school year 
the eighth grade teachers thought 
this would be a good time to re-
mind students and parents about 
replenishing school supplies.  We 
have noticed that students are 
running low on a consistent basis 
when it comes to notebook paper, 
pencils and blue/black and red 
pens.   
 
If you could please take a quick 
minute and go to the sd13.org 
Westfield home page and click on 
the ‘2009-2010 School Supply’ 
link.  Ask your child what needs 
they have and get them ready for 
the second half of the year.  We 
certainly would appreciate your 
help. 

Dress Code  
 
During the cold weather months, the 
temperatures vary inside Westfield 
Middle School. Students are encour-
aged to dress in layers. Coats and 
jackets must stay in the students’ 
lockers; students should come pre-
pared with a sweatshirt or sweater. In 
addition all backpacks, book bags 
and large purses (purses that hold a 
textbook) must remain in the stu-
dent’s locker throughout the day. 
Even though it is 11° outside, we are 
all thinking about the warmer tem-
peratures. Please refer to the hand-
book and/or student planner to re-
view the complete school dress code 
with your child. Students should be 
covered from shoulder to mid thigh. 
No under clothing should be visible. 
Students can not wear items that are 
haltertops, sleeveless, swimsuits, 
sheer blouses, short cropped shirts, 
bare midriff outfits, backless or stra-
pless tops are allowed. No clothing 
that is suggestive or sexually explicit 
or that does not adhere to the rules of 
modesty is allowed. Footwear must 
be worn at all times. 

 
 
Museum of Science  
and Industry 
 
On Monday, February 8, all 8th grad-
ers will visit the Museum of Science 
and Industry in Chicago. Students 
will visit 5 exhibits which are rooted 
in our Science and Social Studies 
curriculum. Every group will pre-
view information on different types 
of Energy and also visit the newly 
renovated “YOU! The Experience” 
where they can connect to their 1st 
quarter Science studies of the Human 
Body. In addition, everyone will be 
able to experience the progression of 
WWII with an emphasis on the U-

505 German submarine and also visit 
the Transportation Gallery to follow 
the development of the train. Our 
final destination will be the Omni-
max Theater’s “Human Body” movie 
that will allow students to visualize 
the inner organs of their bodies. 
Every student will have to pay $6.00 
to attend this movie. All transporta-
tion to and from the museum will be 
funded by the district.  
    
 Lunchroom Anyone? 
 
Cleaning tables and sweeping the 
floor is not what many of our 8th 
graders consider when they think of 
fun.  As you can imagine, lunch time 
can be a time of battling and arguing 
over who needs to clean the table.  
But it is a critical component to help-
ing maintain our school and making 
lunchtime go smoothly.  Please help 
us remind the students that during 
lunch times: 
 

�¾�� Students will cooperate with 
the supervisors at all times 

�¾�� Students, who are assigned to 
clean tables weekly, will com-
plete their assigned cleaning 
tasks promptly 

�¾�� Students will stay seated until 
dismissed, and never leave the 
lunch room without permission 

�¾�� Students will “behave” at their 
tables with no “roughhousing” 
or screaming 

�¾�� Students will get along with 
each other and resolve their 
differences before asking to 
move tables 

 
We ask that students follow these 
guidelines for the benefit of every-
one.  For the most part, our 8th grad-
ers do a commendable job of com-
plying with the rules and exhibiting 
excellent behavior.  Let’s just be 
reminded to keep that up as we start 
a new 2010. 

8th Grade Team News 



        
 

 
 

Shakespeare 
   On Friday, February 12, 2010, the sev-

enth grade students will  have the opportu-
nity to travel to Chicago Shakespeare Thea-

ter on Navy Pier to experience The Comedy 
of Errors.  Prior to attending the trip, all sev-

enth graders will receive more background 
knowledge about William Shakespeare in their 
social studies classes. One interdisciplinary 
(across several curricula) lesson we have in 
seventh grade is our Shakespeare Unit. It 
started out in the Fall with the students in 
drama learning about William Shakespeare. 
The final project for drama was to perform the 
production that they will be going to see on the 
field trip to Navy Pier’s Shakespeare Theatre, 
The Comedy of Errors. The students had to 
memorize their lines, design the poster and 
program, find their costumes and props, and 
perform it before an audience of their peers. It 
will be exciting for them to see and hear their 
own parts being performed by the profes-
sional actors. 

 Due to the fact that this is a formal play, the stu-
dents are expected to be dressed in their “Sunday Best”.  
The seventh grade team of teachers will be discussing 

with the students appropriate theater behavior.  We 

would appreciate it if you would reinforce the impor-
tance of proper behavior.  This is going to be an enjoy-
able and educational day.  The students and staff are 
looking forward to this event. 

 

 
 

Student  
 Recognition 
 Every quarter each seventh grader is issued 
two late work homework passes per core subject. In 
the event that a student does not complete an as-
signment on time, they have the opportunity to turn 
it in one day late with a homework pass and still 
receive full credit. If a seventh grader does not use 
all of the passes during the quarter, they can put 
them into a lottery. At a 7th grade TEAM FOCUS 
student’s names are randomly selected to get a re-
ward. First quarter several seventh graders were 
given Portillo’s gift certificates.  The  seventh grad-
ers who did not use all of their late work passes will 
again be entered into the lottery for second quarter 
prizes. Hopefully, this incentive program will en-
courage students to complete their work on time. 
 

 
BUG  ALERT!!!!! 

Bringing Up Grades is an award given to seventh 
grade students in good academic standing who have 
improved in any subject area, but have not gone 
down from the previous reporting period in any 
class. We congratulate these students for their aca-
demic effort. These awards will be handed out at a 
7th grade TEAM FOCUS at the beginning of third 
quarter. 
 

7th  Grade Team News 
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6th Grade Classes Focus  
on “Character Counts”   

Replenish Your 
School Supplies 
Do you still have enough 
pencils, red pens, blue or 
black pens, highlighters, 
and paper for your 
classes?  Check your  
lockers and be sure you 
have all the supplies you 
need for every class, 
every day. 

6th Grade Raffle 
Students who come to 
class prepared and on 
time are being rewarded 
for their good behavior!  
6th graders can earn a 
chance to win gift cards 
and other prizes in our 
raffle...who will be the 
next to win? 

Anti-Bullying Novel 
This year the sixth grade stu-
dents are reading The Reveal-
ers, a novel written by Doug 
Wilhelm.  This novel ad-
dresses the topic of bullying at 
the middle school level in a 
realistic manner. After com-
pleting The Revealers, stu-
dents were asked how reading 
this novel has helped them be 
successful at Westfield.  
 
“I think The Revealers has 
helped me realize that I am a 
bystander. I admit it! I need to 
start standing up for kids who 
need the help.” -Zach O. 
 

“Reading The Revealers, helped 
me become more mature and un-
derstand what the victims are 
feeling when someone insults 
them. Now I tell myself not to be 
a bystander and stick up for  
others.” -Eric G. 
 

“After I read The Revealers, I 
learned that even if you are not a 
bully or a victim, you are part of 
the problem. You are called a 
bystander. Stand up and stop sit-
ting idly by. Help others and oth-
ers will help you.”  -Tali P. 
 

“The Revealers taught me that 
even though a person may be 
different from you on the outside, 
they’re still the same inside. 
Don’t just watch and think it’s a 
good thing it’s not happening to 
you. Take a stand and make a 
difference.” -Gaye B. 

Learn from Dickens 
Sixth grade literature classes 
also read a play version of 
Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas 
Carol.”  By reading about 
Scrooge’s character and his 
transformation, students were 
able to see how important it is 
to care for others and give to 
those less fortunate.   The litera-
ture classes enjoyed reading the 
play aloud, and Mrs. Bringer’s 
drama classes also performed 
the play for the 6th graders. 
 
In addition, sixth grade students 
and teachers had the opportunity 
to see the new Disney© movie 
A Christmas Carol in 3D at the 
IMAX theater in Barrington!  
Everyone truly enjoyed the day, 
and students were able to see 
how a classic piece of literature 
and the lessons it teaches can 
still be popular and relevant to 
our lives today. 

 
Volunteer to Help  

Finally, right before our Winter 
Break, sixth graders took time 
to create and decorate holiday-
themed food tray place mats for 
the residents of Lexington.  
Sixth graders were able to be a 
part of something to help make 
someone’s day a bit brighter 
during the holiday season! 



 

Student Council  

   

Character Counts Points 
A special congratulations goes 
out to Mr. Kastory’s, Mrs. Mar-
ino’s, and Ms. Fischer’s home-
rooms as they were the home-
rooms who won the Character 

Counts homeroom points Contest 
for their grade levels. Keep up the 

great team work everyone/ 
 

Clothing Drive Success 
Westfield’s Student Council 

would like to say Thank You  for 
being so supportive with the No-

vember Clothing drive. It was 
very suc-

cessful and 
a wonder-
ful oppor-
tunity for 
students 
and the 

community 
to be a part 
of.  West-
field Mid-

dle School brought in 3,921 do-
nateable items. The winning 

homerooms were Ms. Fischer 
with 420 items, Ms. Karonis with 
400 items and Mrs. Dulian with 

267 items. All of the clothes were 
picked up by Pastor Brandon 

Woosley and his wife Christine, 
of Bloomingdale's St. Paul Evan-
gelical Church. On Saturday No-

vember 27th 2009 the church 
made all of the donated clothes 
available to the community for 

anyone in need. Again, thank you 
so much for all your community 

based efforts.  

Sharing Tree Success 
Every year the Bloomingdale 

Township operates the “Sharing 
Tree” which serves needy chil-
dren with gifts for Christmas. 

During that time, Christmas trees 
are set up and decorated with pa-
per bells. Each bell is designated 

for a deserving child and lists 
their wishes for Christmas. Indi-

viduals or organizations, like 
Westfield’s Student Council, 

takes one or more bells from the 
tree and returns it with wrapped 
presents for that child. Approxi-
mately a week before Christmas 
the gifts are distributed insuring 
that over 750 of the Townships 
children have something under 

their tree for the Holidays.  
 

This year Westfield collected an 
amazing amount of donations for 
the sharing tree. In fact we beat 
last year total by over $300 dol-
lars! 6th Grade raised $729.25, 
with Mrs. Fischer's Homeroom 

raising the most 7th Grade raised 
$746.19, with Mrs. Marino's 
Homeroom raising the most 

And 8th Grade raised $686.43, 
with Mrs. Edward's Homeroom 

raising the most 
 

After all the numbers were calcu-
lated, Westfield raised a grand 

total to $2,161.87 which Student 
Council spent on Christmas gifts 
for children in need. A special 

thank you goes out to all students 
and parents who helped raise 

money; you made several chil-
dren extremely happy this Christ-

mas!  
 
 

Cultural Arts Club 
 

Cultural Arts Club joined up with 
Club Hype after school one day 

to decorate Christmas Trees at the 
Bloomingdale Library for the 

Snowman’s crossing. Below is a 
picture of all the students who 

participated in this unique com-
munity activity.   

Cultural Arts Club meets once a 
week after school in the art room 
with Ms. Matt; meeting days ro-
tate in the order to meet as many 
students’ needs as possible. Stu-
dents can join at anytime so stop 
by the art room if you are inter-
ested in sharing and supporting 

our culture. 
 

Club Hype 
 

Remember, 
Club Hype 

meets once a 
week after 

school in either 
the Art room or 
Wellness room 

with Ms. Matt and Mrs. Denning. 
Students can join at anytime so 
stop by the art room if you are 

interested in becoming a part of 
the Hype! 

Extra Extra Read All About It!  



Exploratory Field Trip 
 

 

The 7th grade students traveled to Chicago on Fri-
day, December 11th 2009 to observe some of the 

well known city sculptures. After touring  the city, 
students had a one of a kind Art Institute visit 

where they viewed such paintings as ‘A Sunday on 
La Grande Jatte’ by George Seurat and ‘American 

Gothic’ by Grant Wood. Students enjoyed looking 
at the Macy’s Holiday windows as well as experi-

encing the city’s unique atmosphere 
 

Musically Speaking 
 

Do you like pizza? If your answer is yes, please 
consider purchasing a Garibaldi’s frozen pizza 

from a Concert Band or Concert Choir member.  
Students will begin taking orders on January 12 

and all orders must be placed by January 26.  Stu-
dents will deliver the pizzas on February 2.  Each 
12 inch pizza will sell for $7.00. Customers have 
the option of cheese, sausage or pepperoni pizzas.  

Thank you supporting the music department. 
 

Year-Long Spanish 
 

The week before Winter Break students in Spanish 1 
viewed the DVD, “La Misma Luna,” a story about a 

Mexican boy who braves all the dangers of crossing the 
border into the United States to be with his mother in 

Los Angeles.  In class we worked on –AR verbs and are 
now moving into –ER and –IR verbs, as well as break-
fast and lunch foods.  This month we will be preparing 

for the Lake Park placement test in February. 
 

Writer’s Workshop 
 

Students have moved into their third rotation of  
Exploratories.  Though only in Writing Workshop 
for two weeks, they have already learned to set up 
MS Word documents in the proper format and use 
many of the tools in Word.  Students have created 
characters with real personalities and have begun 

writing stories.  As we move forward we will learn 
how to use a conflict to create tension and  

suspense in a story. 
 

Dramatically Speaking 
 
 

WESTFIELD’S GOT TALENT 2010 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 22 7:00 P.M. 

Mark your calendars now and plan on attending this 
year’s talent show! Everyone is talented in one way or 
another. The students who are willingly sharing theirs 

with us are: 
 

Leah Rodberry 
Kelly Borcherding, Kendal Goodwin, Linnae Capuder  

Amber Ahlf 
David Guevara, Gianlucca Pietanza,  
Brody Thompson and Blake Hansen 

Shikha Gupta  
Magdalena Tarchala, Tori Kerfman, Tricia Barto,  

Gaye Behrem and Steph Olk 
Kevin Siciak 

Ashlyn Worcester 
Vishal Patel 

Fefe Ho 
Julianne DeClerk 

Maria Penaherrera, Jessica Larocue,  
Tiffany Larocue and Nikki Zeiba 

Shane Hunt  
Jessica Huang and Aashna Patel 

Amy Szabo  
Kendal Pallissard 
Joey Malinowski  

 

There will be singing, dancing, Piano, Karate, Kung Fu, 
Guitar, and much more! 

Exploratory Classes  



Artistically Speaking 
 

 

Various 8th grade students collaborated together to 
create a one of a kind Post-It Note mural of Sponge-
Bob Squarepants undersea. The mural was about 9 

feet by 8 feet and contained 1,760 Post-It Notes 
which were carefully arranged onto an enlarged 

handmade grid. The mural was hung on the Stage 
upon returning from holiday break.  

 
Remember to check out Westfield’s student artwork 

at www.artsonia.com/westfield5. 

Communications 
 

As the second quarter ends for eighth graders and the 
third rotation begins for sixth and seventh graders the 

students are working on their “hands-on” computer pro-
jects.  Projects are intended to be completed during class 
time.  Additional time is offered during social times and 
after school.  Check out the Communications web page 

for contact information and a schedule for students to use 
computers to get extra work time when needed.  Some 
students often choose to work on video projects or do 

make up work outside of school.  It is important that any 
work done outside of school be saved in a format that is 

compatible with the software used at school. 
   

Sixth graders during the third rotation are working on 
desktop publishing skills using Microsoft Draw to create 
an original design and create a brochure in Word.  Previ-

ously, they used Excel to create a data table and basic 
charts (graphs).    At the end of the rotation students will 
use Photo Story as a means to create a travel logs about 
various locations around the world.  Not only do they 
have to find photographs, they have to research facts 

about the location, which are then included in either titles 
or voiceovers. 

 
Seventh graders during the third rotation will develop 

their skills by creating a variety of products for a fictional 
stock brokerage firm.  The projects include formal busi-

ness letters, an original graphic design, a personal re-
sume, and business stationary.  The rotation will end with 

a video editing project which requires downloading 
video, converting it to a useable video format (avi).  They 
also learn how to add titles, credits, and possibly, audio 

tracks and narration. 
 
Eighth graders spent the first several weeks of the sec-

ond quarter working with Microsoft Excel to develop and 
use several spreadsheets.  Students not only created tables 
and charts (graphs) using Excel, they solved mathemati-
cal problems using formulas.  The final unit included two 
independent projects.  The first was a self-directed video.  
The students used a problem solving plan.  They had to 
write a proposal, determine a Plan of Procedure, create 

storyboards, follow the plan, adapt it as necessary, create 
the video, and evaluate the whole process.  The second 
was to create a photo editing or podcast project.  They 

were allowed to work independently or in a small group. 
Once again they had to make a proposal, figure out how 

to get in done, do it, and evaluate what they did. 

 
Westfield Wellness 

The Westfield Wellness Department is looking for-
ward to our third quarter units that include volley-
ball, badminton, team handball, and the climbing 
wall.  In Health, the 6th graders will be in their sex 
education unit.  This unit was added to the Wellness 
curriculum from the Family Consumer Science cur-
riculum from past years.  We look forward to help-
ing the students with this eye opening experience. 



 

Social Work & Guidance 

Dear Gabby, 
 

Now that winter is here and 
we’re almost halfway through 
the school year, I’ve noticed 
that my child’s grades are start-
ing to slip.  I try to help her, 
but you know how adolescence 
is...Could you offer some sug-
gestions for how she can get 
her homework done, but get 
help elsewhere to avoid melt-
downs (me included!). 

Please Help! 

Meltdown Mom  

 

Dear Meltdown Mom: 

You’re not alone in this bat-
tle!  Let us help you bring in 
reinforcements.  Below are 
some ideas for your daughter 
to get her homework done, 
not always at home but in-
stead with the help of others. 

1. Westfield offers a super-
vised Homework Lab af-

ter school on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays in the 
Westfield IMC until 
4:50.  If students are bus 
riders they can take the 
late bus home.  Home-
work Lab is supervised 
by one of Westfield’s 7th 
grade math and science 
teachers, Miss Mueller.  
If students have ques-
tions, Miss Mueller is 
there to help! 

2. Quiet Lunch is another 
option for students during 
the school day.  It is a 
supervised study hall dur-
ing students’ lunch and 
social time.  It is avail-
able every day.  There is 
always a teachers super-
vising Quiet Lunch as 
well. 

3. Study hall is available to 
students daily during 
their social time in West-
field’s commons.  There 
is always at least one 
teacher or paraprofes-
sional available to answer 
students’ questions.  With 
study hall, students can still 
eat lunch with their 
friends and work on 
homework during their 
social time. 

4. Students can always set 
up an appointment with a 
teacher to get extra help 
before school, or during 
their lunch and/or social 
time. 

5. The Bloomingdale Li-
brary offers a program 
for students called 
“Homework Helpers”.  
Lake Park High School 
National Honor Society 
students will be provid-
ing free homework help 
at the Library for school-
age students from K-10th 
grades on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 6PM-
8PM. Assistance will be 
offered on a walk-in ba-
sis. Students must bring 
any textbooks, calcula-
tors, and other materials 
needed to complete their 
assignments.  No regis-
tration necessary. For 
more information, call 
the Youth Services Desk 
at (630) 924-2740. 

 
I f you have any questions 
or you’d like to ask Gabby, 
please call or  e-mail  
Miss Hubbard at  
dhubbard@sd13.org  or  
Mrs. Zagotta at 
szagotta@sd13.org  



 

 
Wondering if we have a 

specific book… 

Westfield, along with the elementary 
schools, has recently upgraded our 
library catalog.  We now have an 
online catalog, which you can access 
from home!  Take a look at http://
destiny.sd13.org, or access it from 
our OWL pages.  Your child can 
browse books, put books on hold, 
write reviews, and recommend books, 
all from the comforts of home! 

 

Spotlight on a Caudill… 

Each newsletter will have a look at a 
couple of 2009 Caudill nominees.  
Try one today! 

The Naked Mole-Rat Letters by  
Mary Amato.  When her father  
begins a long distance romance  
with a Washington, D.C. zoo  
keeper, twelve-year-old Frankie  
sends fabricated email letters to  
the zookeeper in an attempt to end  
the relationship.   

Shark Girl by Kelly Bingham.   
After a shark at tack causes the  
amputation of her right arm, fif 
teen-year-old Jane, an aspiring  
artist, struggles to come to terms  
with her loss and the changes it  
imposes on her day-to-day life  
and her plans for the future.   
The Thing About Georgie by  
Lisa Graff.  Georgie's dwarfism  
causes problems, but he could al 
ways rely on his parents, his best  
friend, and classmate Jeanie the  
Meanie's teasing, until a surpris 
ing announcement, a new boy in  

school, and a class project shake  
things up.   

A Crooked Kind of Perfect by  
Linda Urban.  Ten-year-old Zoe  
Elias, who longs to play the piano  
but must resign herself to learning  
the organ, instead, finds that her  
musicianship has a positive im 
pact on her workaholic mother,  
her jittery father, and her school  
social life.  

 

Parents! 

Have an extra hour or two free?  Be-
come a parent volunteer!  Westfield’s 
IMC can always use the extra help.  
Whether you are creating a bulletin 
board or helping with a special pro-
ject, your assistance is always 
needed!  Email Mrs. Siegert at 
msiegert@sd13.org right away if you 
can spare some time.  

 

Library Helpers… 

Make the library run smoother!  
Does your child like to be sur-
rounded by books?  Would your 
child like to help out in the library?  
Mrs. Siegert is always thankful for 
the library helpers that assist her 
during their social time.  They can 
join with a friend, see the new 
books before anyone else, and learn 
how a library runs.  Lots of fun and 
maybe even a pizza party or two!  
Have your child talk to Mrs. Siegert 
right away if they are interested! 

 

 

LTC! 

If your child enjoys being creative in 
a variety of ways, LTC club is for 
them!  LTC stands for Library Tech 
Club.  This is for readers and non-
readers alike because there is so much 
to do.  They can  make short films 
about the library, create movie-style 
book trailers, decorate bulletin 
boards, set up book displays, help 
choose books to purchase for the 
IMC, and much more.  If this sounds 
like something your child would en-
joy, have them see Mrs. Siegert asap 
for an application to LTC! 

 

Don’t forget... 

If you ever have any questions regard-
ing reading, books to purchase for your 
child, volunteering at the IMC, or any-
thing involving literature for enjoy-
ment, drop me an email at 
msiegert@sd13.org.   

 

Westfield Welcomes Author 

Susan Campbell Bartoletti 

In a continuation of Westfield’s visiting 
author series, we welcome Ms. Bertoletti on 
Wednesday, February 24, 2010.  She is the 
author of several award winning books: 
Hitler Youth: Growing Up in Hitler’s 
Shadow, The Boy Who Dared, Black Pota-
toes: The Story of the Great Irish Famine, 
and Growing Up in Coal Country.  Students 
will enjoy three grade-level sessions with 
Ms. Bartoletti, and interested students can 
participate in a separate writers workshop 
session.  Prior to her visit, books will be 
available for students to purchase, and Ms. 
Bartoletti will autograph books during her 
visit.  Westfield’s author series is paid for by 
funds from our Banres & Noble and Scho-
lastic book fairs, as well as district money. 



 

STP News 
The Student Teacher Parent (STP) 
organization wishes all Westfield 
Middle School families and staff a 
happy and healthy 2010.  It’s hard to 
believe we are in a new decade! 

 
STP BOARD MEMBERS  

President::  Lori Deichstetter 
Vice Pres:   Sandy Gazzano 
Secretary:   Katie Pall 
Treasurer:   Maureen Lucenti 
 

2010 STP Meetings: 
Please join us at our upcoming meet-

ings.  We love seeing new faces! 
�x�� January 19  1:30pm 
�x�� February 16   7:00pm 
�x�� March 16   7:00pm 
�x�� April 20   7:00pm 
�x�� May 18   1:30pm  

 
Monthly STP minutes  

are available at:   
http://www.sd13.org/gg.htm  

 
SUBSTITUE NURSE 

District 13 is looking for people to 
fill in for the nurses on days when 
they are out of the office.  RNs or 
LPNs are preferred, but anyone 
who has first aid and CPR certifica-
tion would be welcome to apply.  
Responsibilities would include help-
ing students who report to the 
health office and maintaining a re-
corded of those visits.   
If you are interested in becoming a 
nurse substitute, please contact:  
Fred Louderman at 630-582-5130. 
 

VALENTINE’S DANCE 
The last all school dance for the year 
will be the Valentine’s Dance on Fri-
day, February 12th from 7:00 to 9:00 
pm.  Hope everyone can join us for a 
fun evening! 

BE “IN-THE-KNOW” 
Last year the STP initiated a Communi-
cations Committee to provide more 
avenues for families to stay informed 
and get involved at Westfield.  Notices 
and reminders of upcoming events 
were emailed throughout the year.  
Feedback from the vast majority of 
families was extremely positive.  So 
this year, we have created a more for-
mal, brief monthly update and reminder 
format for emails thanks to Amy Dahly, 
Communications Chair.  Be a part of 
the action and stay informed about 
upcoming Westfield activities, STP 
news and fundraising opportunities.  
If you are not currently on the list, 
please email your name, e-mail ad-
dress, child’s name and grade to 
Amy at amydahly@aol.com  
 

I WANT TO KNOW MORE 
ABOUT MAKING A DIFFERENCE 

AT WESTFIELD… 
Contact STP Membership Chair, 

Michele Greskoviak at 
Greswho@sbcglobal.net    OR 

Lori Deichstetter at 
Ldeichstetter@comcast.net  

 

YOU’RE NEEDED! 
Doesn’t if feel good to hear those 
words?  STP is still in need of a Com-
mittee Chair and volunteers for the 
Newsletter Committee.  This committee 
volunteers time of four hours or less on 
a morning, afternoon, or evening just 
prior to the Green and Gold Gazette 
mailing.  The remaining dates for the 
09/10 school year are: March 5, April 
23, and June 3. It’s an easy job and a 
great way to not only help, but also to 
have some time to chat with friends 
while you’re at it! 

 
GRADUATION DANCE 

Planning for the 8th grade dance will 
be starting very soon.  Our first plan-
ning meeting will be in the next few 
weeks. If you are interested in help-
ing out with the dance planning and 

preparation or donations, please con-
tact Sherrill Worcester at 630-802-
0833 or sdwmom4@yahoo.com 
 

PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT! 
Mark this one on your calendar now—Night 
Out on Friday, February 19th from 6-10 pm! 
 
 When the holidays are over and the win-
ter cold has set in, it's always a wel-
comed time to have new ideas for fun, 
safe indoor activities for the kids, and an 
opportunity for you to get away for the 
evening.  
 
STP has an opportunity for you: an offer-
ing to all Westfield students an evening of 
fun and games including swimming, rock 
climbing, gym games, pizza and pop.  
The cost is $25.  LIFETIME FITNESS 
staff will supervise the event for the eve-
ning.  Registration and permission forms 
will be posted on the Westfield STP web-
site and also in the front office.   
 
Questions? Please call or email  
Lori Deichstetter at 630-765-0355 or  
ldeichstetter@comcast.net 
 

MANNA GIFT CARDS 
If you shop, buy gas or groceries, 
PLEASE order gift cards through 
Manna for any of your ongoing 
needs.  Gift cards aren’t just for birth-
days, graduations, holidays, and an-
niversaries.  They can be used most 
anywhere, anytime.  Every time 
Westfield families exchange cash for 
a gift card ordered through the 
Manna program, STP gets money to 
spend on equipment that our children 
would not have due to tight school 
budgets.  You win —it doesn’t cost 
anything extra!  STP wins —funds 
are raised to support annual gifts to 
the school, field trips and dances. 
Your child wins —getting access to 
technology, trips, and fun activities.  
Gift card orders are filled within one 
week of the due date.  Please check 
out the order form insert enclosed for 
find in on the STP website: 
http://sd13.org/wf/mannaletter.pdf 
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ANNOUNCING DISTRICT 13’s 
VIRTUAL BACKPACK 

Bloomingdale School District 13 is introducing a new 
tool for distributing information to parents which will 
help us “go green” by allowing approved non-profit 
community organizations to post flyers online instead 
of making and distributing hundreds of paper copies.  
Doing so will also save the District and community 
members a tremendous amount of time and money. 
Beginning January 2010, you will be able to access 
the “Virtual Backpack” link located on the District 
website and view materials appropriate to your child 
listed by school and grade level. We hope you find 
this tool helpful! 

LATE BUS SERVICE 
District 13 provides a late bus that leaves at 5:05 pm.  
This is especially helpful to our students who want to 
become more involved in our activities beyond the 
school day.  We know that involvement in school re-
lated activities is a health and productive outlet for 
after school hours.  Our late bus runs every Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday evenings. 

“Committed to Children . . . Committed to Excellence” 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 
  
   January 18—NO SCHOOL Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
   January 19—S.T.P. Meeting  1:30 pm 
   January 20—Superintendent Classroom Visits  
   January 22—Talent Show  1:30 & 7:00 pm 
   January 28—Honor Roll Assembly   8:40 am 
 
   February 2 & 3—Graduation Pictures 5:00-7:30 pm 
   February 3—Early Dismissal   1:40 pm 
   February 12—Grade 7 Shakespeare Field Trip 
   February 12—Dance  Grades 6-8 
   February 16—S.T.P. Meeting  7:00 pm 
   February 18—Chamber Music Concert  7:00 pm 
   February 24—Author Visit 
   February 26—NO SCHOOL  Teacher Institute 
 
   March 1—NO SCHOOL  Pulaski Day 
   March 5—Student Appreciation Assembly 



 
 
 

 

 Getting the vaccine is the best protection you have against flu.  
�„�� You have more of a chance of getting the 2009 H1N1 flu or getting very sick from it if you are  

— Pregnant.  
— Between the ages of 6 months and 24 years old.  
— Between 25 and 64 years old with a health condition like asthma, diabetes, heart 
disease, or lung disease. 

�„�� If you take care of or live with babies under 6 months old, getting the vaccine yourself helps 
protect the baby, who are too young to get a flu vaccine. 

Know the facts about the 2009 H1N1 vaccine.  
�„�� A seasonal flu vaccine will not protect you against 2009 H1N1 flu. 
�„�� The 2009 H1N1 vaccine is made the same way as seasonal flu vaccines.  

— Millions of seasonal flu vaccines have been given safely.  
— Millions of people have also safely received the 2009 H1N1 vaccine. 

�„�� Two kinds of H1N1 flu vaccines are made: nasal spray and shot  
— You can get the nasal spray if you are healthy, not pregnant, and between the ages of 2 to 49.  
— Most people 6 months and older can get the shot. 

Take everyday actions to stay healthy.  
�„�� Cough or sneeze into a tissue. If you don’t have one, use your sleeve, NOT your hand. Throw 
the tissue in the trash after you use it. 
�„�� Wash your hands often with soap and water. Use an alcohol-based hand rub if you do not 
have soap and water. 
�„�� Try not to touch your eyes, nose, and mouth. Germs spread that way. 
�„�� Stay home if you get sick. This helps keep others from getting sick. 

What should I do if I get sick?  
�„�� Stay home. 
�„�� Most people with 2009 H1N1 flu don’t need to see a doctor. The same is true for seasonal flu. 
�„�� Contact your doctor if you are sick and if you  

— Are pregnant.  
— Have a chronic health condition like asthma, diabetes, heart disease, or lung disease.  
— Are under 5 years old or over 65 years old. 



Westfield��Middle��School��Spirit��Wear��Order��Form��
��
Please��circle��your��size��choices�� INSTOCK��ITEMS��* ��

Submit��Your��order��and��check��payable��to��Westfield��STP��and��return��to��Westfield��Office��

Any��Questions��Call:����Jamie��Alfano��630�r351�r7326��

ORDERS��WILL��BE��PLACED��ONCE��WE��MEET��A��MINIMUM��OF��12��PIECES…THANK�rYOU��

Description�� Price�� Size�� *Enter�� *Number���� *Wanted� � � � Total��
Cost��

White��Short��sleeve��T�rshirt��
w/screened����
Westfield��Logo��

$12.00��
$12.00��
$14.00��

Youth��
Adult��
Adult��

S(6�r8)��
Small��
XXL��

M��(10�r12)��
Medium��

*L��(14�r��16)��
*Large��

��
X�r
Large��

��

White��Long��sleeve��T�rshirt��
w/screened����
Westfield��Logo��

$15.00��
$15.00��
$17.00��

Youth��
Adult��
Adult��

S(6�r8)��
Small��
XXL��

M��(10�r12)��
Medium��

L��(14�r��16)��
Large��

��
X�r
Large��

��

Athletic��Gray��short��sleeve��T�rshirt��
w/screened��
��Westfield��Logo��

$12.00��
$12.00��
$14.00��

Youth��
Adult��
Adult��

S(6�r8)��
Small��
XXL��

M��(10�r12)��
Medium��

L��(14�r��16)��
Large��

��
X�r
Large��

��

Ash��Gray��crew��sweatshirt,��
w/screened����
Westfield��Logo����

$18.00��
$20.00��
$23.00��

Youth��
Adult��
Adult��

S(6�r8)��
Small��
XXL��

M��(10�r12)��
Medium��

L��(14�r��16)��
Large��

��
X�r
Large��

��

Ash��Gray��Hooded��sweatshirt,��
w/screened����
Westfield��Logo��

$25.00��
$25.00��
$27.00��

Youth��
Adult��
Adult��

S(6�r8)��
*Small��
XXL��

*M ��(10�r12)��
*Medium��

*L��(14�r��16)��
Large��

��
X�r
Large��

��

Forest��Green��Hooded��
sweatshirt,��w/screened����
Westfield��Logo��

$25.00��
$25.00��
$27.00��

Youth��
Adult��
Adult��

S(6�r8)��
*Small��
XXL��

*M ��(10�r12)��
Medium��

*L��(14�r��16)��
Large��

��
X�r
Large��

��

Ash��Gray��sweatpants��
w/screened����
Westfield��Logo��

$18.00��
$20.00��
$22.00��

Youth��
Adult��
Adult��

S(6�r8)��
*Small��
XXL��

*M ��(10�r12)��
*Medium��

*L��(14�r��16)��
Large��

��
X�r
Large��

��

Forest��Green��sweatpants��
w/screened��
Westfield��Logo��

$18.00��
$20.00��
$22.00��

Youth��
Adult��
Adult��

S(6�r8)��
*Small��
XXL��

*M ��(10�r12)��
*Medium��

*L��(14�r��16)��
Large��

��
X�r
Large��

��

Flannel��Plaid��pant��w/screened��
Westfield��Logo��

$24.00��
$25.00��
$27.00��

Youth��
Adult��
Adult��

S(6�r8)��
*Small��
XXL��

*M ��(10�r12)��
Medium��

*L��(14�r��16)��
Large��

��
X�r
Large��

��

Sackpack��w/screened��Westfield��
Logo��

$15.00� � � � � � � � � � � ���

Knit��headband��w/Westfield��Logo�� $10.00� � � � � � � � � � � ���
Knit��Mittens��w/Westfield��
Logo��

$10.00� � � � � � � � � � � ���

Plastic��Water��Bottle��w/Westfield��
Logo��

$5.00� � � � � � � � � � � ���

Total��Pieces��Ordered:� � � � � � � � � � � � � ���
Total��$� � � � � � � � � � � � � ���
Name:��
��

� � � � � � � � � � � ���

Phone��#��
��

� � � � � � � � � � � ���

Email� � � � � � � � � � � � � ���



ID #Sold Am t Total Grocer y/RX Earn ID # Sold Amt Total Retail Stores Cont. Earn
100 $25/$100 CVS Pharmacy 2% 305 $25/$100 Best Buy 3%
101 $25/$100 Dominicks 4% 306   $10/$25 Borders Books & Music 8%
102 $25/$100 Jewel/Osco 4% 307 $25 Build A Bear 8%
103 $10 Sara Lee Outlets 13% 308 $25/$100 Carson Pirie Scott 9%
104 $25/$100 Walgreens 2% 309 $25/$100 Crate & Barrel 6%
ID #Sold Am t Total Restaurants Earn 310 $20 Dick Sporting Goods 6%

200 $10 Applebee's 8% 311 $25/$100 Disney 2%
201    $10/$20 Arby's 8% 312 $25 Eddie Bauer 9%
202 $10 Baja Fresh 7% 313 $25 Express 10%
203 $2 Baskin Robbins 9% 314 $25 Gap/Old Navy (Options Card) 9%
204 $10 Boston Market 8% 315 $25/$100 Home Depot 3%
205 $25 Buca Di Beppo 8% 316 $25 iTunes 3%
206 $25 Buffalo Wild Wings 7% 317 $25/$100 JC Penney 5%
207 $10 Buona Beef Restaurant 8% 318 $20 JoAnn Fabric 6%
208 $10 Burger King 4% 319 $25/$50 K Mart 4%
209 $25 Cheesecake Factory 3% 320 $25/$100 Kohls Department Store 4%
210 $25 Chili's/Macaroni Grill 11% 321 $25 Land's End 8%
211 $10 Chipotle Mexican Grill 11% 322 $25 Lord & Taylor 9%
212 $25 Claim Jumper 8% 323 $25/$100 Lowes Home Improvement 4%
213 $10 Cracker Barrel 9% 324 $25/$100 Macy's 10%
214 $10 Cold Stone Creamery 9% 325 $25 Mario Tricoci 8%
215 $10 Cousin's Subs 25% 326 $25/$100 Menards 3%
215 $25 Dave & Buster's 14% 327 $25 Michael's Crafts 4%
216 $5 Domino's Pizza 3% 328 $25 Nike 14%
217 $15 Egg Harbor Café 4% 329 $25 Office Max 4%
218 $10 Gino's East 9% 330 $10 Payless Shoe Source 10%
219 $25 Giordano's 9% 331 $25 Petsmart 4%
220 $5 Great American Bagel 8% 332 $25/$250 Sears 4%
221 $25 Home Run Inn 19% 333 $25 Sally's Beauty Supply 14%
222 $20 Honey Baked Ham 9% 334 $25 Shoe Carnival 4%
223 $25 Houlihan's 8% 335 $25 Sports Authority 8%
224 $20 Joe's Crabshack (Landrys) 9% 336 $25/$100 Staples 8%
225 $5 Kentucky Fried Chicken 9% 337 $25 Talbots 9%
226 $25/$100 Lettuce Entertain You 13% 338 $25 The Children's Place 9%
227 $25 Lou Malnati's Pizzeria 7% 339 $25 The Salon (Regis,Trade Sec) 8%
228 $25 Max & Erma's 13% 340 $25 TJ Maxx / Marshalls 6%
229 $5 Mrs. Field's Cookies 18% 341 $20 Toys / Babys / Kids R Us 2%
230 $25 Old Country Buffet 4% 342 $25 Ulta 3 Cosmetics 4%
231 $25 Olive Garden (Darden Card) 8% 343 $25/$100 Walmart 2%
232 $25 Outback Steakhouse 4% 344 $25/$100 William Sonoma 8%
233 $10 Panera Bread 8% 345 $25 Yankee Candle 9%
234 $25 Qdoba Grill 7% ID # Sold Amt Total Specialty Earn
235 $20 Rainforest Café (Landrys) 9% 400 $25 AMC Theatres - gift card 8%
236 $25 Red Lobster (Darden) 8% 401 $10 Blockbuster Video 7%
237 $10 Red Robin 8% 402 $50/$100 BP Gas 2%
238 $25 Spaghetti Warehouse 18% 403 $10 Brunswick Zone 8%
239 $10/$25 Starbucks 7% 404 $50 Exxon Gas / Mobil 2%
240 $10 Subway 3% 405 $20 Fannie May 24%
241 $10 Sweet Tomatoes 8% 406 $25 Jiffy Lube 9%
242 $25 TGI Fridays 8% 407 $25 Marcus Entertainment 9%
243 $25 Uno Chicago Grill 14% 408 $25/$100 Marathon 3%
244 $10 Wendy's 4% 409 $20 Sephora 5%
ID #Sold Am t Total Retail Stores Disc 410 $50/$100 Shell 3%

300 $25 Ace Hardware 4% 411 $25/$100 Speedway 4%
301 $10 Afterthoughts/Claires 7% ID # Sold Amt Total Other/NEW Earn
302   $10/$25 Barnes & Noble 9% 500 $25/$100 Amazon.com 4%
303   $10/$25 Bath & Body Works 14% 501 $10 Dairy Queen 4%
304 $25 Bed, Bath & Beyond 6% 502 $25/$100 VISA 2%

HOTELS AVAILABLE TOO! SEND HOME     PICK-UP

FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE

VISIT WWW.MANNAEXPRESS.NET

Make check payable to Westfield STP and attach to your order form.

MANNA ORDER SHEET     DUE DATE 12/4/09            
2009-2010

Student/Teacher  Name    
___________________________________

Teacher/Room #_______________________

GRAND TOTAL
ITEMS

sub-
total

PHONE NUMBER (To arrange pick-up 
time and location or for any questions 

on your order)

Orders can be picked up or sent home 
with your child.  Please make your 

selection below. Questions call         
Carol Menconi at (630) 351-6302

sub-
total

AMOUNT PD.

sub-
total

sub-
total

**PLEASE TURN IN ONLY ONE ORDER FORM PER FAMILY.**


