 Mrs. Leslie Stavnem

8th Grade Science and Social Studies

lstavnem@sd13.org
630-529-6211 ext. 5303

We will be studying United States history by common concepts that have affected Americans over time.  Our 8th grade social studies team has developed 8 separate units and will be allowing the students the opportunity to conceptualize how these events in history are similar and common.

Our units are as follows:

Time Line – by decades of U.S. history since 1770.

Geography 

· 50 United States, 

· Major rivers

· Landforms

Origins

· Colonies

· Revolutionary War

· Immigration

· Expansion

American Government

· U. S. Constitution  (major test)

· Challenges to government (Supreme court cases)

· Economics

Friendship

· Foreign Policy

· Defensive assistance to Allies – WWI and WWII

· Trade and Economics

Preservation of Freedom/Defense

· Cold War

· Korean War 

· Vietnam

· Domestic terrorism

· War on terrorism 9/11

Reform

· Social changes (1920’s and 1950’s)

· Adjustment and transformation – farming, industrial revolution

· Technology

· Depression and New Deal

Supplies and Essentials for Success in Social Studies

Supplies

· Spiral

· Needed every day

· Notes from class and/or text (read on own)

· Red and blue/black pen

· Pencil

· Folder

· Highlighter

· Lesson Plan book

· Textbook (American Journey)

Other items as needed: will be announced ahead of time

Grades

· Tests 35%  
· Projects 25%

· Quizzes 15%

· Writes/Current Event reactions 15%

· Homework/Warm-ups 10%

· Updated weekly, after 4 or more assignments, or after major Tests and Projects.  These may be viewed on Power School

· Late work Policy  -  To be Announced             
Assignments

· Reading and note-taking 

· Independent at-home internet searches or library research  

· Writing

· Sentences should be edited and clearly written

· Use clean paper and ink OR the back of assignment provided by teacher

Activities


Follow directions and use supplies respectfully

Group Work

· Partners may be assigned or chosen

· Grades include effective use of time

· Grades include individuals contribution to the group 

Room 103 has 4 very simple and basic education rules.  They are:

1.  Be on time, prepared, and ready to work from the beginning to the end of class.  I will dismiss the class, not the bell!

2.  Please raise your hand when you wish to speak and wait to be called upon.

3.  Please listen to others with all your heart and soul.  I will do the same.

4.  Please treat others, as you would like to be treated.

We all have rights, below are yours and mine.

Each student has the right to LEARN.  It is the right of each student to learn without distraction.  No one has the right to violate another person’s right to learn.   Please respect that right.

As an instructor, my job is to teach each of you.  No one has the right to violate my right to do my job to the best of my ability for all of you.  Please respect my right.

How you will obtain information for our class.

On the first day of each week of school, our content of study, objectives, and assignments will be verbally shared by me and written on the board.  It is your responsibility to listen attentively to our plans for the week and write those plans in your assignment notebook.  If you are absent from our class, it is your responsibility to speak to me personally or find a friend from our class that can help you with missed work.  It is also your responsibility to obtain any homework assignments or directions for projects from me and discuss the completion date.        

Famous quote:  “Intelligence plus character-that is the goal of true Education”

                                                                              Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

