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SUCCESS IN 8th GRADE SCIENCE


It is the student’s responsibility to always be prepared for each academic school day.  It is the teacher’s responsibility to provide each student with a variety of learning experiences that will aid in the student’s comprehension of each of the subjects that we will be studying.  One of my goals is to allow learning about science to be informative as well as exciting for each of my students.  

Below you will find the titles of each of the subjects that we will be studying, and a brief description of the content within each of these areas.  Also included is a list of the supplies that will be needed for each student to be successful in the science classroom, as well as the various modes of education that they will be exposed to throughout the school year.  Together I hope that each classroom will experience a positive learning environment that will assist them in their academic futures. 
Textbook Titles and/or Subjects

Environmental Awareness

· Earth Day/Going Green - Watershed Model, Groundwater Model and Silent Spring read   

· Global Warming/Prehistoric Illinois – Investigations of prior Ice ages and Carbon Footprints

· Alternative Energy – Research project

· Major Lab Work – Energy Bike and Wind Turbine labs

Human Body Systems (textbook)
· Structure and Movement – Skeletal System, Muscular System and Skin

· Circulation – Circulatory System, Blood and Lymphatic System

· Respiration and Excretion – Respiratory System and Excretory System

· Control and Coordination – Nervous System

· Major Lab Work – Owl Pellet Dissection and Lab write-up 

Motion, Forces, and Energy (textbook)
· Motion and Momentum – Motion, Acceleration, and Momentum

· Force and Newton’s Laws – Newton’s First, Second and Third Laws of Motion

· Work and Simple Machines – Work & Power, Using Machines, and Simple Machines

· Energy and Energy Resources – Energy, Energy Transformations, and Sources of Energy
· Major Lab Work – Car Safety Testing and Roller Coaster labs
Waves, Sound, and Light (textbook)
· Waves – Waves, Wave Properties, and Wave Behavior

· Light, Mirrors, and Lenses – Properties of Light, Reflection and Mirrors, Refraction and Lenses, Using Mirrors and Lenses

· Electromagnetic Waves – Electromagnetic Spectrum, and Using Electromagnetic Waves 

· Sound – What is Sound? and Music (if time allows)  

· Major Lab Work – Musical Instrument Project constructed with recycled or reused items only (if time allows)  

Supplies

· 1-3 composition books

· Lead pencils, markers and/or colored pencils

· Highlighters

· School Plan book

· Textbook

· Blue or black pens for written work

· Red, green, purple or orange pen for corrections 

· Post – its 

Project Items - date needed will be announced

· Shoe box lid for Owl Pellet Project

· Styrofoam trays from vegetables and/or meats (clean and dried) for Car Safety Lab

· Lids from milk jugs, Gatorade, juice bottles, etc. for Car Safety Lab

Grades

· Includes tests 35%, projects & labs 25%, quizzes 15%, group work & writes 15%, and  homework & notebook check-up 10%

· Usually updated weekly and can be viewed on Power School

Assignments

· Reading and note-taking (often quizzed after each section of a chapter)

· Writes

· When answering, use the front and/or the back of the directions

· Sentences should be edited and clearly written

· BLUE OR BLACK ink or pencil 

· Encouraged to type any assignment
Lab/Activities
· Follow directions and follow ALL Science SAFETY Rules as                                                                      noted at the back of all science texts and your signed safety contract 

· Participants may be assigned or chosen 

· An individuals’ grade may be affected by improper lab behavior

Group Work
· Participants may be assigned or chosen

· Grades include effective use of time

· Grades include individuals’ contribution to the group 

Contact Information

Mrs. Leslie Stavnem

8th grade Science & Social Studies

Email: lstavnem@sd13.org

Phone: 630-529-6211 ext. 5303

