Mr. Mark Stamatakos

8th Grade Social Studies: Room: 219 
E-mail: Mstamatakos@sd13.org
Phone: (630) 529-5337

My hours:  I am available for parents between 7:30 A.M. and 8:30 A.M. most school mornings, from 12:55 P.M. to 1:45 P.M. most weekday afternoons, and after school from 3:40 to 6:00 P.M.   Please call for an appointment.  I would be more than happy to meet with you for any reason.

Course Objectives: 

1) Students will increase their understanding of the most important issues of American History through study of seven central themes: U.S. Geography, Origins, Government, Rights, Friendships, Defense, and Reform. 

2) Students will relate the past to the present using historical events with contemporary occurrences (e.g., The Great Depression and the financial crisis of 2008)

3) Students will review and increase their knowledge of the American geographical landscape (the states, rivers, land formations, lakes, etc.)

4) Students will research and react to current events in the political or social arena on a regular basis; students will look for relevant connections to the past

5) Students will examine and interpret primary documents from various periods in American History (speeches, letters, propaganda posters, fictional stories, pictures, etc.)

6) Students will begin to analyze the reasons for why history has been shaped the way it has and examine future trends that will occur based on historical precedent

7) Students will engage in rigorous political discussion, establish political positions, and begin to learn to recognize political bias in writing

Course Literature: 

1) American Journey (textbook)  www.glencoe.com
2) http://Us.gov
3) DBQ: Document Based Questions in American History
4) Hundreds of supplementary materials,  websites, and video clips as needed
Materials Needed:

1) 1 Composition notebook (notes)

2) Paper, pencils, and pens

3) Highlighters

4) Quarter by Quarter Warm-up Journal (we provide)

Course Description:

    Our 8th grade Social Studies course this year will broadly cover the history of the United States from our earliest days of settlement up until the most recent political election.      We have arranged our curriculum into seven major units of study: U.S. Geography, Origins, Government, Individual Rights, Friendship, Defense, and Reform.  In addition, students will address current events each week through reading and discussing of pertinent contemporary topics that they will research.   Students will hopefully begin to establish a political identity as well.
    Each unit will consist of reading selected textbook information, followed by supplemental materials that will almost always include PRIMARY documents from the period of study.   Students will learn information through several strategies (with a major effort to limit lecture and direct instruction).   There will be a great deal of cooperative learning and group activities followed by presentations.   Tests will be given to end most units, but options will exist for students to assess their own learning in other ways.  I strongly believe in being able to think about history and how it impacts who we are today; I believe less in memorizing dates and facts.  More important is the ability to grasp major concepts and critically apply them to historical events. 
LA/READING and SOCIAL STUDIES INTERDISCIPLINARY UNITS:

     If I have your child for Reading and Language Arts, many of the units of study in the class will tie literature and writing assignments into Social Studies.  The two subjects will be fluid-meaning I will often blend them together so that students are addressing multiple course objectives without actual class restraints.  My block for both classes will simply combine history with literature and writing in connected and crucial ways to enhance meaning.  For example:  

· Decades Project gives a Social Studies grade for presentation and poster, but a Language Arts grade for the research and bibliography

· In our Vietnam unit, students will read about the background surrounding America’s involvement in the war, write creatively about a soldier’s experience during the Tet Offensive in Language Arts, and read a fictional short story called “The Things They Carried” to portray the struggles of our soldiers both physically and mentally.  The Unit test might be 50% Reading and 50% Social Studies.

· For World War II, students will study the reasons why the United States entered the war historically, read speeches by FDR to rally the country, examine propaganda and infer image meanings, and possibly read a WWII novel (NIGHT by Elie Wiesel) to connect several themes together.

· In Language Arts, students will find all the adverbs contained in the Gettysburg address; in Social Studies students will read and interpret the Gettysburg address.

Grading, Late, and Absent Policy:

     Please refer to the LA syllabus for these.  They will stay the same.

Grading Percentages:

    In Social Studies, I use weighted percentages to determine grades.  I use the following scale:

           30% Tests and quizzes (like a major unit test on immigration)

           30% Major projects or presentations (like our Decades Project)

           20% Formal writes and essays (like our current events write-up)

           10% Warm-up Journal (daily “thinkers” to get the class rolling)
           10% Miscellaneous class work, homework, or study preparation materials 

Suggestions for keeping up with your child in my class:

· Ask them, frequently, what is going on in class.  You will be surprised by how much they can engage you in contemporary discussions of current events.  Talk politics and share your views.
· Subscribe to Time, Newsweek, the Chicago Tribune, or some other relevant current events source.
· Communication is key…e-mail me immediately so we can start a dialogue.  I am much better at talking to you about current work and progress if we speak frequently.
· Power School will update every 2 to 3 weeks.  Due to my extensive grading comments on papers, I am usually slower than most teachers.  Please be understanding.  
· Homework expectations will almost always be reading or studying.  A fair expectation is 20 minutes a night and no more than 1 hour on a weekend (when it applies).  Most textbook reading will be done in class; expect handouts and packets to be sent home.
