8th grade English Language and Literature (ELA) 2010-2011
Instructor: Mark Stamatakos 

Classroom:  Room 219 in the IMC (library).

Hours: Periods 1, 2, 4, 7 and 8 I am teaching.  My plan periods are during periods 3 and 
             6 (10:16-11:06 morning and 12:55 –1:45 afternoon).  I am available during these 

             times, before school (7:00 A.M. to 8:15 A.M.) and after school (3:45 P.M. to ???) 
             but I do coach track and cross country and may be unavailable

Contact:   1) E-mail Mstamatakos@sd13.org (I check e-mail daily)
                 2) Phone: (630) 529-5337 (I check messages every day)
A. Course Description:  

ELA is a blocked (two-period) class involving both reading and writing.  Within those two frameworks, students will work to achieve mastery and/or higher competence in these two disciplines.  Students will come to understand why they read, and more importantly, practice the “how to” involved in reading.  Writing will be examined from the most basic sentence all the way up to crafting a sophisticated memoir and persuasive research paper (plus many other types).  My philosophy will be strongly based on differentiation; each student will have a unique curriculum to navigate through based on their abilities and talents.   The class will rely heavily on pre testing to determine knowledge beforehand so that appropriate learning is taking place.  
B. Organization: 

Class time will be spent in many structured activities that may be independent, flexible, cooperative, or whole class.  Students will do most of their learning through individual exploration and with peers (with teacher as facilitator).  The foundations of the class will be a “Reader’s Workshop” and a “Writer’s Workshop” that will give students time to read, write, and discuss topics from current events, novels, stories, poems, and other literature.  Grammar will be addressed with multiple and changing daily activities that are based in current research and incorporate multiple intelligences.  Assessment will often be in the form of projects, presentations, and yes, the dreaded written examinations heavily focused on essay response.  

Most routines will generally shift or transform slightly from quarter to quarter as the student’s needs change. The course and instructor will be flexible enough to incorporate new materials if they address the class objectives.  Students will retain a great deal of choice in determining their educational pursuits in this class-from choice of novels to read per quarter to various ways of expressing mastery in a given unit through multiple product assessment (you get choices how to end the units we study—not always a test).  Most units will have class time given to complete partially in class-use of this time is critical to success. It is expected that students can use technology to complete assignments at home or at a local library.

C. Course Objectives:  

1) To review, refine and apply the basic forms of writing: narrative, expository, persuasive, and descriptive (creative).  Some writing will be more complex: cause and effect and compare and contrast will be worked up to as the year progresses.
2) To utilize and explore critical thinking in literature and in writing-to develop this as a lifelong skill in the developing adolescent brain; 
3) To learn how to analyze literature through author purpose and figurative language.

4) To provide students with practice in the finer aspects of reading (prediction, questioning, summarizing, imaging, etc.) through daily classroom activities.

5) To explore grammar and rhetoric in writing in as many fun and diverse ways as possible…to make the necessary study of grammar bearable and to make it STICK.  

6) To analyze new words through intensive vocabulary study in context (prefix, suffix and root word applications).

7) To develop the student’s sense of ethics and values through literature and current events; to impart on students the importance of understanding the world and why/how things happen.

8) To incorporate technology in a way that will enhance learning, create familiarity, and broaden the options for student assessment. 

9) For accelerated students, to “push the envelope” into more advanced areas of study through the utilization of adapted curriculum and our gifted coordinator.

D. Materials for learning (based on student needs):

1) Textbook for Literature: Timeless Voices, Timeless Themes (advanced)
                                               Elements of Literature (regular)   

2) Textbook for Grammar: Writing and Grammar: Communication in Action 

3) Textbook for Vocabulary: Sadlier-Oxford Vocabulary Workshop(advanced)
                                                Worldy Wise 3000  (various levels)

4) Supplementary materials throughout the year in all areas of study tailored to the student (several leveled sets of materials for diverse learners). 
E. What is needed for the class:

1. 1 Composition journal for grammar activities that must solely be for this class (I will collect them frequently for grading).  Do not use a notebook with metal rings.
2. 100 index cards to be used after X-mas break (debate project).

3. Several Pens or Pencils to write with (student choice). I prefer blue or black ink.
4. Loose-leaf paper (not ripped from a spiral notebook), at least 100 sheets for the year.

5. Lots of small post-its (probably 200 or so) for literature applications

6. Something to keep L.A. materials in (not the bottom of the locker).  
I provide in my classroom, but you may use your own…

      Markers, colored pencils, highlighters, whiteout, rulers, scissors, glue, etc.

I also provide in the classroom a small mailbox, where most of these materials can be stored.
F. Grading Policy:

Coursework will be evaluated using weighted percentages, divided as follows: 

       105 to 90 = A           

   89 to 80 = B                  

   79 to 70 = C           
   69 to 60 = D                

   59 to 40 = F    40 is equivalent to not completing the assignment; I can give zeroes as well
As of 2010, the split grade for Reading and Language Arts has been combined.  If you look at power school carefully, you can still see how the different aspects of the grade will break down so that you have some idea of which areas the student is being successful or struggling in.  
I use weights within each category, so that a quiz would be weighted less than a test, a grammar project on nouns would be more than a noun practice sheet, and a persuasive paper would be weighted four times as much as a simple journal prompt on “What I did for my winter break…” (these are just examples).  Check the weights for each assignment in power school. 
	Reading/Literature
	Language Arts

	Literature Tests and Quizzes 20%
	Grammar Activities and Assessments 10%

	Project/Portfolio or Artifact Collections(combining both disciplines) 20%

	Reader’s Workshop 10%
	Speeches or Oral Presentations 10%

	Vocabulary Work and Assessment 10%
	Formal Writing or Journaling (Writer’s Workshop) 15%

	Classwork/Homework/Miscellaneous 5%


I reserve the right to reward students who are below (88.5 for example) a higher grade based on improvement, effort, or exemplary work in major units!!!  I also award a grade of up to 105% to reward students for brilliant/perfect work.
Failure to complete a major unit project, test, speech, or other large assessment WILL result in an incomplete (I) for the course with two weeks to rectify it or receive a final grade of F (regardless of the other grades).  All required work must be completed to pass the course.  

H. Late Policy:

Students will receive anywhere from 5% to 10% off of late work that is handed in within 2 days of being late.  Anything more than that and students will receive 20% off until the assignment is complete.  A zero will only be recorded in my grade book if the student has decided they will not do the assignment.   Of course, not completing a major assignment could lead to failure in the course; at the minimum it will result in an incomplete.

Note: this policy only applies to CHRONIC lateness, and not to the student who is rarely late with work (we are flexible, things happen, sometimes we just forget).  In addition, the teacher reserves the right to take away lunch with friends and social time from any student who is unable to keep up with the workload for placement in quiet study.
I. Absence or Illness:  

A student in my class is required to: 1) Have a buddy to call on when absent for the class work or unsure of the assignment 2) See me immediately upon returning to school for any missed work 3) Make up absent work within a time frame agreed upon with me.  4) Use my e-mail to find out what was missed in the class.  A student who comes back to school after an absence and does not seek out what was missed is responsible for whatever negatives may come.
Since we meet for 103 minutes a day, a student must make sure they do not let more than 2 days elapse without finding out what is going on in the class (unless gravely ill).  Please pick up work if possible from the office, e-mail, or a friend.  In the event of a worst case scenario (out for two weeks), immediately contact me and we can arrange a plan for dealing with the out of school time.  
J. Miscellaneous:

· The teacher will try to update power school at least every 2 weeks.  Due to the 

      narrative form of grading I often use with most assignments, this is not always 

      feasible.  I am hoping to be more timely this year. 
· Setting up a weekly e-mail dialogue is a great way to keep abreast of your student’s learning (and not just the grades).  

· Instead of giving a set list of reading materials, I have left that open dependent   

      upon the students and their individual reading needs.  I have included a list of 
      possible reading materials for the course, and you are free to contact me for 
      discussion on any of these.  I STRONGLY ENCOURAGE YOU TO READ ALONG 

      WITH YOUR CHILD during our literature units.  If you need a copy of a book or 

      story, e-mail me.
· Materials and discussions will take on a much more sophisticated and mature tone than your students have probably been through before.  This will manifest itself in the literature, media, and current events that are discussed.  Please note that I will censor anything that I feel is not suitable for the classroom, but I am asking that some latitude be given.  The literature, in particular, will not be censored if it contains adult themes.  PERMISSION SLIPS AND DAILY TABLE CONVERSATIONS are good ways to make sure you will be comfortable with what transpires in my classroom.  Some examples of more mature units that have occurred in my classroom in the past include, but are not limited too:

1. 1984-novel (psychological torture, a sex scene)

2. Million Dollar Baby-movie (euthanasia, some language)

3. Debate Unit-writing and research (with topics like abortion, bi-racial dating, and death penalty-it is mature research and investigation)

4. Agatha Christie’s And Then There Were None-novel (contains violence and murder)

5. Courage Under Fire-movie (violence, language)

6. Lord of the Flies-novel (contains graphic violence and a simulated rape scene)

7. Holocaust Unit-research and study (this unit will certainly discuss mature themes through video, literature, poetry, memoirs, photographs, and facts)

8. The Lottery-short story (stoning, random violence)

And others…e-mail me with any concerns.
(NOTE)
In 2010-2011, my ELA classes will contain a group of gifted students who have been identified by the school district.  These students will engage in the highest levels of thinking and use much higher level materials.  Frequently, they will have instructional input from our gifted coordinator, Pam Gruzynski.  

         Probable literature/media choices for this year (this list is not in stone)

 (Some will be paired, some will be whole class, some will form literature circles)

             NOT ALL STUDENTS WILL READ ALL MATERIALS

	Novels
	Short Stories

	The Outsiders-(realistic fiction)
	Collected works of Edgar Allan Poe

	Welcome to the Ark-(gifted learners, science fiction)
	Selected stories from Nathaniel Hawthorne

	Monster-(realistic fiction)
	With All Flags Flying-Tyler

	Night-(narrative fiction; Holocaust)
	Barcarole for Paper and Bones-Anderson

	And Then There Were None-(mystery)
	Regret-Chopin

	Shadow Club-(author read and fiction)
	The Lottery + Charles –Jackson

	Flowers for Algernon-(science fiction)
	Landlady-Dahl

	Graceling/The Lost King (fantasy)
	Jury of Her Peers-Glaspell

	Lord of the Flies-(dystopia)
	Dinner Party-Gardner

	*4 independent novels for book projects
	There Will Come Soft Rains-Bradbury

	Media
	A Retrieved Reformation-O.Henry

	Big Fish
	Selected Short Stories-Shusterman

	Million Dollar Baby
	The Problems of Cell 13-Futrelle

	Twilight Zone (Kick the Can, and others)
	The Bet-Chekhov

	If You Cried, You Died
	The Necklace-Maupassant

	Schindler’s List (selected clips only!!!)
	Exposer (Jennings)

	Dead Poet’s Society
	The Moustache (Cormier)

	Charly
	The Medicine Bag (Sneve)


In addition to these selections, students will read non-fiction articles selected from historical perspectives (and blending with social studies if needed), current events, areas of adolescent concern, finances, and national and global concern pieces (editorials, essays, perspectives).  I will use magazines and newspapers seamlessly in the class to teach writing strategies, comprehension strategies, or author purpose. 

Poetry will be addressed on a constant and consistent basis with weekly study of both classic and contemporary poetry for rigorous analysis, writing, and fun.  Please ask your student what they are READING…

I pledge to provide for your child the best education I can possibly create, based strongly on state standards and individual student abilities.  I will work tirelessly to provide enriching opportunities that keep an eye towards a smooth transition into high school.  If you have any concerns about how much your child is being challenged (or not being challenged), do not hesitate to contact me.

