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8th Grade U.S. History
Mrs. Gaffey

Daily Materials Needed:

	· Social Studies folder OR notebook OR binder

· Loose leaf Paper

· Pencil
	· Pen (Blue/Black and Red)

· Highlighter

· Post It’s

· Plan book


Classroom Expectations: 

· Come to class prepared and on time.

· Ask questions when you do not understand something.

· Respect yourself, others and me.

Textbook:  The American Journey: Glencoe, McGraw-Hill, 2003.
Curriculum Themes: the students will be studying these 8 separate units that have common concepts, which have affected Americans over time.

· Decades Time Line: U.S. history by decades since 1790

· Geography: 50 states, major rivers and other landforms

· Origins:  Colonies, Revolutionary War, Immigration, Expansion

· American Government:  U.S. Constitution (major test), challenges to government (Supreme Court cases), and economics

· Friendship: Foreign policy, Defensive assistance to Allies-WWI/WWII

· Preservation of Freedom/Defense:  Cold War, Korean War, Vietnam, domestic terrorism, war on terrorism- 9/11

· Reform:  Social changes (1920’s & 1950’s), farming and industrial revolution, technology, Depression and the New Deal
Grades: (check on line with Power School)

· Participation

· Homework

· Quizzes

· Projects

· Tests

Homework Policy: Mrs. Gaffey’s class only

Students may use a Homework Late Pass to get one more day to complete an assignment.  If they do not have the completed assignment the next day, the assignment will be a zero.  The passes can’t be used for projects.  If a student loses their passes, they will not receive new ones until the beginning of the next quarter.

Absent Work:

The school policy for absent work is one day for make up for each day missed.  If a student misses class, he/she may check the Absent Work Folder and/or talk with me.

Helpful Tips:

· Quiet Lunch is available every day during lunch social time for your student to have some extra time to complete homework/study.

· Homework Lab is every Tuesday and Thursday after school until 4:50.  This is another chance for your student to have extra time to complete homework/study and have access to computers.

Textbook Access Online:

-Go to http://www.glencoe.com/
-Choose the state, for us, Illinois
-Choose a user, you will choose the student/parent option

-Choose a subject, you will choose social studies
-Under Middle School, select U.S. History
-Click the + sign next to the top choice of previous editions and then select 

The American Journey 2003 

-At the top it states “for online book edition”, click here. Select that choice.

-Enter username and password to access book: 
   (username/password are case sensitive)


Username: AJ03

Password:  trEJAyey5x

Contact me: available from 1:00-1:45 Monday through Friday

Email: jgaffey@sd13.org
Phone: 630-529-6211

