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Mrs. Gaffey
8th Grade English/Language Arts
	Daily Materials Needed:

· LA/LIT folder OR notebook OR binder

· Loose leaf Paper

· Pencil

· Pen (Black/Blue and Red)

· Highlighter

· Post It’s

· Plan book

· Novel
	Exams:

· MAP Test (fall and spring)

· ISAT Test (March)

· Lake Park Explore Test (winter)


Classroom Expectations: 

· Come to class prepared and on time.

· Ask questions when you do not understand something.

· Respect yourself, others and me.

Textbooks:

Elements of Literature: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 2003

Elements of Language:  Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 2003

Wordly Wise 3000: Hodkinson, Adams, 2007
Curriculum Topics:
· Writing:  Friday Journal, Narrative, Persuasive, Expository and Poetry

· Wordly Wise 3000:  Unit work, Unit test
· Grammar

· Speeches

· Spelling

· Short Stories: story elements, reading strategies

· Quarterly Book Talk Projects

· Reading Logs- quiz grade

· Literature Circles

· Summer Read 
· Class Novels (possible): Outsiders, Monster, And Then There Were None, Shadow Club, Nothing But the Truth

· Units of study: Tolerance, Perspective Novels, Prose Novels, Fantasy Novels
Grades: (check on line with Power School)

· Participation

· Homework

· Quizzes

· Projects

· Tests
Homework Policy: Mrs. Gaffey’s class only

Students may use a Homework Late Pass to get one more day to complete an assignment.  If they do not have the completed assignment the next day, the assignment will be a zero.  The passes can’t be used for projects.  If a student loses their passes, they will not receive new ones until the beginning of the next quarter.

Absent Work:
The school policy for absent work is one day for make up for each day missed.  If there a long pre-planned absence, please notify me so that a student can get work a head of time. If a student misses class, he/she may ask me or check the website to see what they missed that day. 
Helpful Tips:
· Quiet Lunch is available every day during lunch social time for your student to have some extra time to complete homework/study.
· Homework Lab is every Tuesday and Thursday after school until 4:50.  This is another chance for your student to have extra time to complete homework/study and have access to computers.
· Your child should read at least 20 minutes a night. This can be a novel, textbook, magazine or reading to a younger family member. 
Contact me: 

jgaffey@sd13.org

630-529-6211










