Math (ISP)
Mrs. C. Ehrhardt  Room 211

This will be a very individualized approach. There are 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students with a very wide range of abilities in this class. The class will begin with Rocket Math or word problems, then a math skills sheet, next either a small or large group lesson may be taught, and then students will complete assignments independently. They will then work at their own pace, and assignments may vary due to skill level. There will be quizzes about once a week and tests at the end of a Unit. The students will work with a variety of programs throughout the year including: 
Rocket Math:

Students still struggling with basic multiplication facts and division facts will participate in the Rocket Math program. It is a research-based program that only takes about 10 minutes each day. The students in this program will have math fact homework to reinforce their skills daily. Students who have passed through the program will have occasional 2-minute timed test to reinforce their skills. 

Meaningful Math:

Students who have successfully completed the Rocket Math program will work during this time on Meaningful Math word problems.  This program teaches students to solve word problems step by step. As they move through the program the lessons increase with difficulty teaching them to solve multi-step problems and use a variety of computational skills. 

Progress Monitoring:

The students will all be progress monitored weekly to track their growth and identify the areas they are struggling to understand. Westfield uses a program called AimsWeb to monitor the students. The tests are timed and take 8 – 10 minutes to complete. I score these tests and graph their success throughout the year. These graphs will be available to you at Parent conferences and the IEP meetings.  They will be tested in two skill areas: Math Concepts and Applications and Math Computation. 

Math Triumphs:

This year we have purchased a new series called Math Triumphs. The goal of the program is to identify the areas the students are struggling with and then provide practice to help them learn these skills. There are three books for each grade level concentrating on different skill areas. Skill practice is available on line through this program. The goal is to bridge the gap between their performance and grade level expectations. 

Compass Learning:

The district has also purchased a computer-based program called Compass Learning. This program correlates with the MAP test given to our students. It identifies the lowest skill areas of each individual student and then provides lessons and skill practice in these areas. I will be able to give you more information about this program at parent conferences. 
Friday Review:
On Fridays we will often review some of the concepts we have been learning

throughout the year. I often have experienced students not retaining a concept taught

once we moved to the next lesson. These reviews will be introduced as a game, making it fun and challenging for the students, motivating them to retain concepts. I tried a couple of ideas

last year and the students enjoyed them. Let’s hope this helps them to retain concepts

they have worked so hard to learn!

Supplementary Materials:

Other materials I will be using are: Teacher Made Booklets, CMP Books, Spectrum Math Books, specific skills packets, Rocket Math Fact Program, Math in a Minute, Reproducible Life Skills Booklets, ISAT Coach and Ladder Books, and a variety of manipulative materials

including play money, blocks, measuring tools, clocks, etc.
Grading:

Grades will be based on daily work, homework, tests, quizzes, and participation.

Tests
Review Packets and Activities
Quizzes
Daily Work 

Homework
Participation
Be Prepared:

Students need to come to class prepared. All work must be completed in PENCIL. I do

not accept work written in pen or marker.
Homework:

Students will receive homework almost every night Monday through Thursday, unless

they have a test or quiz the next day. On those evenings I expect them to study. If they complete their homework during the week, I will not give them homework over the weekend.
Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns.

Carol Ehrhardt

cehrhardt@sd13.org 

Westfield Middle School 
Phone: 529-6211

