ELA (7th and 8th ISP)

Written and Oral Communication
This class will concentrate on developing their communication skills through both written and

oral language. This class will parallel the grade level ELA classes completing most of the

same projects and assignments, yet expectations will meet their individual abilities. The class is

comprised of both 7th and 8th grade students, so the students will work in small groups and

independently at their level. We will work on better organization, proper grammar, spelling,

and punctuation in their written work. The assignments will be individualized to concentrate on

each student’s IEP goals. They will be expected to give oral presentations to the class

throughout the year.
5-Minute Writing: Every day the students will begin the class with a prompt written on the

board. They are given approximately five minutes to write, but need to have at least five

completed sentences. This is completely independent and focuses on creativity. I do not grade

for correct spelling and sentence structure, but they must have five sentences and stay on topic.

These will be graded at the end of each quarter and count as an Essay grade

Once a quarter, the students pick out one of their five-minute topics, make corrections,

lengthen it, add a visual, and turn it in for a grade.
Essay Writing: The students will write several essays during the school year. I will send

home a Rubric when they are working on an essay. Sometimes they will be allowed to work

on them at home, but often I require them to complete the entire essay at school. Students will

be introduced to different graphic organizers to help them organize their writing. They will

write for a variety purposes determined by grade level and student ability, including

descriptive, expository, narrative, compare and contrast, and persuasive essays.
Spelling: Students will have weekly spelling lists. These words are chosen from the list of

most often misspelled words. The students will receive homework assignments with their

words and are expected to study at home. Tests will be on Fridays.
Spelling Homework:
Monday: Practice writing words two times each

Tuesday: Write words in sentences or Write the definition of the word (They choose)

Wednesday: Choose an activity from a list provided

Thursday: Study for Spelling Test

Friday: Spelling Test
Skills Packets: The students will be working on a variety of skills packets throughout the

year. The packets will concentrate on a variety of skill areas such as punctuation, spelling,

dictionary skill, parts of speech, and figurative language.
Oral Presentations: The students will present several speeches throughout the year.

Examples of speeches:

8th “Me in a Bag”; 7th Collage about themselves; both Introductory (already completed)

Book Talk (Telling the class about the novel they read)

Poetry presentation (recite or read a poem to the class)

8th Debate Speech (includes poster and essay); 7th Disaster Speech
Visuals: Most presentations will include some type of visual, for example: poster, collage,

booklet, power point, photo story, etc.
Projects: There will be several projects during the school year. These projects will parallel the

7th and 8th grade Language Arts classes.

Examples:

A to Z Book (starting now)

Book Talks

Debates

Disaster Project

Poetry Projects

Novel Projects
Literature

The main emphasis of this class will be on improving reading comprehension, vocabulary

development, fluency, and enjoyment of reading. Students will work independently on their

IEP goals.
This program will parallel the 7th and 8th grade Literature program. We will participate in

many of the same projects and read some of the same stories. Reading level and expectations

may be modified to encourage independent skill building.
Reading Comprehension: Period 2 will begin each Literature class with a comprehension

worksheet. Worksheets may vary with individual student’s reading level and skill

development. We will be reading novels and completing assignments related to the novels.

During this time, the students will be divided in two groups; 7th and 8th grade. The students willcomplete a packet for each novel; including summaries of each chapter. The students will readorally in class on a regular basis to improve reading fluency.
Reading Plus: Last year the district purchased a computerized reading program called

Reading Plus. This is a research based learning program that has shown considerable

improvement in reading comprehension and fluency. The students in this class will work on

this 2-3 times a week. Each student works at their own level and I am able to keep track of

their progress. It also informs me of the skill areas they need to develop. We can work with the

students on these skills independently or in small groups.  Students successfully participating in this program showed considerable gains on their MAP testing and ISAT performance.

Vocabulary: Westfield School uses the Vocabulary Books:  Wordly Wise. The students will complete approximately four vocabulary lessons per Quarter. They will have homework assignments and a list of words to practice at home.  We will also work on vocabulary development through daily reading, novels, and Reading Plus. 
Life Skills Reading: The students will work independently on packets that include Life Skills

Reading. They will work on reading a menu, reading labels, advertisements, coupons, street

signs, and more.
Materials: Worksheets, Vocabulary Books-Wordly Wise, Reading Skills Packets, Goodman’s

Five-Star Stories, and Internet Articles.

7th Grade: 7th Grade Literature books and Novels: The first novel is Skeleton Man, which they

have already started. Other novels I am considering are: Drive By, Sudden Impact, Wired,

Camp Wild, the Shakespeare play for this year and Schooled. They will also read short stories including Brian’s Song this fall. 
8th Grade: 8th Grade literature books and Novels: The first novel is Doing Time Online, which

they have already started. Some of the novels they will read this year are:  The Outsiders, The Island Series by Gordon Korman (3-book series), Shadow Club, and Schooled.

Home Reading: It is very important for the students to read at home. They will be asked to

read at least one novel a Quarter and do a project related to the novel.
Quarterly Book Talk and Reading Log: Each quarter the students will be required to choose

one novel for their ‘Book Talk’. They will be required to read the novel, choose one of the

projects to complete, and present their project to the class. They will also be expected to keep a

reading log with the number of minutes they are reading. This will count as a test grade. The

students are allowed to count the time they read silently at school.
Participation: Participation is key in this class. They need to read to become better readers.

It is a small class with little pressure, so I ask them all to read aloud. This will be part of their

grade.
IMC: We will go to the IMC once a week. They will have time to check out books and read

during this time. I encourage them to check out books they are able to read independently. If

they would like to check out another book for someone to read to them, that would be fine.
Reading to your child: Several years ago the district brought in a reading specialist to give us suggestions to improve our students’ reading skills. She stated that it is very beneficial to read to your children (even teenagers), it helps them to learn to enjoy reading. Reading for fun

encourages them to enjoy reading. Maybe look up some jokes and read them together. This can

give you a good laugh, relieve stress, and have fun with your son or daughter. 

Grading:
Tests

Projects & Oral Presentations

Essay Writing & Summary Packets

Quizzes

Daily Class Work and Participation

Homework & Independent Novel Reading
This will be a double grade now one grade will count for two classes, but it is weighted as

two grades on the report card.
Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns.
Carol Ehrhardt

cehrhardt@sd13.org 

Westfield Middle School 

Phone Number 529-6211
