
Special Services



In order to provide for special needs of children at Westfield, special education services are available.  These services include: Resource, Social Work, Speech and Language, a Counselor, and the Instructional Support Program.

RESOURCE


The resource program is for children with identified learning disabilities and other health impairments.  A learning disability is an area of weakness in a child’s ability to learn. This usually involves difficulty in processing written or spoken language.  The specific area of difficulty for the child may be in reading, writing, spelling, mathematics, listening, thinking, or organization.


The resource teachers must anticipate problems, aid classroom instruction, reinforce prior learning and bolster student self image through success during a typical week.  Students usually see the resource teacher one period a day, although some are seen more often.  Work is divided into two parts: one is work on their identified learning disability as stated in the goals on the Individualized Educational Program (IEP), and the other part is assistance with academic problems.


There are two types of service deliveries: pull out and integration.  The pull out service removes a child from an academic subject on a daily basis.  At this time the child meets with a small group and a resource teacher.  The student may take his/her tests in resource, retake tests, do make-up work, or reinforce a concept.  Students may also come to class and ask for help in areas of need.  In the integrated delivery model of service, the child stays in the academic class.  The resource teacher works with the classroom teacher and the identified learning-disabled students to assist in providing a successful experience in the classroom environment.  In either case, the resource teacher works closely with the classroom teachers to build success for the resource student in school.

SOCIAL WORKER

Westfield is serviced by a full-time social worker. She helps to identify, assess, and resolve the social, emotional, and behavioral difficulties students experience that interfere with their attendance, adjustment, and achievement in school.  Referrals to the social worker may be made by parents, teachers, or by the students themselves.

SPEECH AND LANGUAGE SERVICES


Students with communication impairments receive services from the speech and language pathologist.  Communication may be disrupted in the areas of articulation, language, voice, and fluency.  Difficulty in one or more of these areas may affect educational and social development.


The speech and language pathologists work with students for twenty to sixty minutes each week, depending on their needs.  A variety of methods and materials are used to improve communication.  Therapy typically begins with intensive drill work and progresses to carryover of new skills in less structured situations.  Referrals for speech and language evaluation may be made by parents or teachers.

COUNSELOR
The school counselor supports students by teaching them problem-solving and coping skills in dealing with situations that may hinder their success at school.  The counselor provides individual and small group counseling.  She is also involved in students’ transition to Lake Park High School

INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT PROGRAM


The Instructional Support Program (ISP) goes beyond the needs of a student in the Resource program.  While both models utilize a pull-out and push-in approach in meeting the needs of students, the ISP students receive instruction in the core areas of reading, language arts, and mathematics in a small group or one-to-one setting.


A developmental approach to learning, and direct instruction in teaching, highlights the program.  Study skills programs are available to all students.  Content areas and specials are integrated as possible to best meet the needs of the individual student, along with strong collaboration between the ISP teacher and the classroom teacher.

