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	I. Literature & Reading Workshop

A. Based on the 6 strategies of the Balanced Literacy Program:


1. Connecting, predicting, questioning, summarizing,


    inferring, and imaging = all “real world” reading skills


2. Focus on the reading process and ISAT/MAP goals


3. Shared lessons, guided lessons, independent reading

         4.  Literature circles/novel groups are frequent

B. Texts/Resources


1. Elements of Literature by Holt, Reinhart, & Winston and/or Timeless Voices, Timeless Themes by Prentice Hall


2. Variety of novels – literature circles and class novels


3. Large variety of articles, stories, essays

           4. Daily Reading Record sheet and quarterly book talks  

II. Language Arts & Writing Workshop


A. Essays – narrative, persuasive, expository—ISAT/MAP goals


B. Responding to literature, creative writing, poetry, journaling


C. Presentations/speeches/discussions


D. Computers/Technology



1. Variety of projects and essays



2. Computer lab and mobile lab available weekly


E. Grammar


1. Elements of Language by Holt, Reinhart, & Winston and/or Writing and Grammar by Prentice Hall



2. Parts of Speech



3. Sentence structure, correct usage, punctuation


G. Vocabulary

1. Wordly Wise or Vocabulary Workshop 



2. Definition quiz or test every other week

Being Prepared for ELA Every Day

     Pencil with eraser
Blue or black pen

Red pen or pencil

ELA spiral notebook

ELA folder or binder
Looseleaf paper
Highlighters

Planbook

A novel
Post-It notes
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6th Grade Novel Options
These may be used on an individual basis, for the most part, as determined by the student’s needs each year, as well as for use in a variety of literature circle units throughout sixth grade.    We always add new novels as we see fit.  These novels are at a variety of reading levels to help meet the needs of all readers.
The Revealers by Doug Wilhelm (entire 6th grade)

Hatchet by Gary Paulsen

Brian’s Winter by Gary Paulsen

From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler by E.L. Konigsburg

Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls  (high level)
Bat 6 by Virginia Euwer Wolf (high level)

The Call of the Wild by Jack London (high level)

Bearstone by Will Hobbs

Holes by Louis Sachar

Island of the Blue Dolphins by Scott O’Dell

Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of N.I.M.H. by Robert C. O’Brien

Belle Prater’s Boy by Virginia Euwer Wolff

Words of Stone by Kevin Henkes

The Watson’s Go to Birmingham-1963 by Christopher Paul Curtis

But, Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis

The Witch of Blackbird Pond by Elizabeth George Speare

Frindle by Andrew Clements (low level)

Touching Spirit Bear by Ben Mikaelsen


Red Midnight by Ben Mikaelsen


The Giver, Gathering Blue, and The Messenger by Lois Lowry


The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle by Avi


Tuck Everlasting by Natalie Babbit


A Wrinkle in Time by Madeline L’Engle
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The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster


Truesight by David Stahler 

Milkweed by Jerry Spinelli

The Cage by Ruth Minski Sender

I Have Lived a Thousand Years by Livia Bitton-Jackson

Johnny Tremain by Esther Forbes 

6th Grade Short Stories/Literature/Language Texts

These are some of the short stories and other materials we have used in sixth grade; again, as children’s needs change from year to year, these may be used on an individual basis.

6th grade literature textbook options:  

Elements of Literature, Holt, Reinhart & Winston (2003)

Prentice Hall Literature, Timeless Places, Timeless Themes: Copper Level), (2002)

6th grade language arts textbook options:  

Elements of Language, Holt, Reinhart & Winston (2003)

Writing and Grammar: Communication in Action, Prentice Hall (2002)

6th grade vocabulary program options:  

Wordly Wise: Level 5 or 6 Educators Publishing Service (2007)

Vocabulary Workshop: Level A  Sadlier-Oxford (2005)

May be used in conjunction with the textbook series as appropriate:

“The Baby-Sitter” and other short stories by Jane Yolen

“The Living Place,” “Mail Merge,” and other short stories by Neal Shusterman

“A Christmas Carol” in the McDougal Littell 6th grade Literature & Language Textbook (1994)

Other Holiday or winter-themed short stories that fit into our curriculum

Variety of vignettes in The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros

Variety of short story excerpts and articles as included in the 6th grade level of the ISAT Buckle Down test prep. series

Poems which may be used from Naming the World: A Year of Poems and Lessons by Nanci Atwell
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“The Tree” by Eben Court


“Seasons of the School Oak” by Eben Court


“Six Minutes Twenty-six Seconds” by James Morrill


“Speed” by David McDonald


“Love That Cat” by Michael Stoltz


“Homemade Swimming Hole” by Michael Stoltz


“Dandelion Wars” by Liam Anderson

Variety of poems/excerpts may be used from Write Source 2000,                                     Sebrank, Kemper, Meyer (1999)

New This Year: Language Arts and Literature Now Called ELA1 and ELA2

What’s in a name? Westfield changes a course title to reflect philosophy and best practices

After years of dividing literacy instruction into two separate components, literature and language arts, Westfield will combine these two areas into one entity: English/Language Arts (ELA).

The changed course title reflects Westfield Middle School’s philosophy of Balanced Literacy, which views reading and writing as “interdependent processes that are essential to each other and mutually beneficial” (Holt & Vacca). Westfield staff believes that reading and writing activities are critical to students’ literacy development. The strategies used to teach and learn reading and writing are intertwined and involve similar thinking processes. Current research also supports the reading-writing connection, although it is recognized in other districts that reading and writing are often taught in different classes by different teachers. This has never been the case at Westfield, and it was felt that artificially dividing literacy into two disciplines was contrary to best practice research.

Students will now receive one grade for ELA, and this grade will receive double weight, since ELA is a double period class. It will be listed on the grade sheets as ELA1 and ELA2.

Westfield Middle School Reading, Literature and Language Arts teachers are confident this research-based change reflects the national moniker most commonly used by teachers along with best practices in education and provides students and parents with the “big picture” of each child’s literacy development.

The Importance of Reading Every Day

This study of fifth graders in 1998 (Anderson, Wilson, Fielding) shows a direct relationship between volume of reading and reading progress.  A similar study by the National Endowment for the Arts (2007) found similar results for twelfth graders.

	Standardized Reading Test Percentage Rank
	Minutes of Reading Per Day
	Estimated # of Words Read Per Year

	98
	90.7
	4,733,000

	90
	40.4
	2,357,000

	70
	21.7
	1,168,000

	50
	12.9
	601,000

	20
	3.1
	134,000

	10
	1.6
	51,000
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