Writing Workshop

Writer’s workshop is designed to give students daily, in-depth guidance crafting a piece of writing.  Continuous exposure to the writing process will help students build fluency in all aspects of writing.  The majority of class time will be spent on the act of writing and encouraging creativity and inventiveness as a means of artistic expression.
Contact Information:
Jon Perry

149 Fairfield Way

Bloomingdale, IL 60108

(630) 529-6211 ext. 5351

jperry@sd13.org

In writer’s workshop students will begin writing on a topic of their own choosing.  Over the succeeding weeks students will write and revise their stories or articles by applying strategies and techniques taught in daily mini-lessons.  They will read their stories and learn how to give and receive suggestions on how to improve writing.  Students will learn how writers talk about writing.
Students will use, and in some cases be introduced to, the 6+1 Traits of Writing.  The traits reveal common characteristics of good writing.  They give a common language that writers use to talk about writing.  Writer’s workshop will stress the trait of voice. When the voice of the writer is present in a piece of writing the words come alive.  A student whose voice is clear in a piece of writing tends to write better.  
Students will learn to use basic aspects of Microsoft Word to write their stories.  They will learn how to use Page Setup, Line Spacing, and Fonts to format a paper in the standard MLA style.  A document of Instructions to format a paper is included on the Moodle page.
Moodle is a dynamic web-based course management system.  I will use Moodle to post some class assignments and set up a place for students to submit their writing for editing.  Students can access Moodle from school or home at www.sd13.org/moodle.  Students log into Moodle using their Westfield network login.  I will specifically inform students when I have added something to Moodle, and I will guide them and give them time in class in which to use Moodle.  Moodle is new for me, and I will be testing different ways in which it may prove useful.  Only students currently enrolled in writer’s workshop will have access to Moodle.
