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Five great ways to keep your child engaged during the holiday break  

Bloomingdale, Illinois (Grassroots Newswire) 12/08/09  -- Attention parents: the holidays are 
almost here, and that means your child is about to have two weeks off from school! While he or 
she might be ready to toss that backpack in the closet and sit on the couch with the television 
remote the entire break, according to Amanda  Krizek, of Huntington Learning Center of 
Bloomingdale, there are plenty of fun and engaging  alternatives to consider. Krizek offers these 
five ideas to keep your child learning during this holiday break: 

1. Take trips to the library.   Call your local library to see what programs they have for children 
who are off from school such as arts and crafts classes or enrichment programs. Holiday break is 
also the perfect time for your child to pick out some fun reading material, whether that’s a book 
about penguins and the North Pole, or the latest Harry Potter novel. If you’re the parent of a 
tween or teen, try selecting a book that both of you can read and scheduling a "book club" date to 
discuss it over ice cream or lunch when you’re finished.  
  
2. Bake holiday treats.  Search for tasty cookie or pastry recipes online together and let your 
child take charge in the kitchen, reading th e recipe instructions aloud and measuring the 
ingredients. Then, bag up those holiday goodies fo r family, friends or neighbors, and have your 
child get out a ruler to measure and cut 18-inch ri bbons to tie the gift baggies closed. Have your 
child cut small cards out of construction paper and write holiday greetings inside. 

Please plan on attending “Traditions of Light” tonight at 7:00 pm in the school gym.  
Mrs. Novotny and the 4 th  and 5th  grade chorus have been working hard practicing 
and preparing for this evening’s performance.  



3. Explore your town’s museums and other tourist sites.   What is your child interested in these 
days - Space? Art? American History? Why not sp end an afternoon or evening together at a local 
nature and science museum, art museum or history museum? For younger children, be sure to 
check out children’s museums and their holiday prog rams for kids and families. Live in a smaller 
town with fewer amenities? Call your local Chamber of Commerce or community (or visitor’s) 
center to investigate tours at interesting organiza tions or factories, or walking or bus tours in 
your town’s downtown area. Your child might en joy discovering something new about the place you 
live.   

4. Write holiday greetings and thank-you notes.  Recruit your child to help you create 
homemade holiday cards for family and friend s, which will allow him or her to practice 
penmanship, grammar and spelling. When the ho lidays are over, why not brew up some hot 
chocolate and make a day of writing thank-you notes for any gifts received? 

5. Play board and card games.  Not only are games a wonderful way to deter boredom, many 
games can help your child fine-tune his or her math , reading and critical thinking skills. Schedule a 
few family (or friend) game nights, and let yo ur child choose the game. Try word board games 
such as Scrabble or Balderdash, logic games such as chess or checkers, or games that incorporate 
math, such as Monopoly, UNO or High/Low. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Screening 
On January 27, 2010, our students are schedule d for vision and hearing screening. Vision 
screening is conducted for all kindergarten and se cond grade students.  Hearing is conducted on 
all kindergarten, first, second and third graders.   Additionally, all special education students, 
transfer students, and foster children are scr eened for both.  Students with known hearing 
losses have a monitoring audiogram completed.  Students with glasses will have their glasses 
checked (but not their vision.) In addition, a pa rent or school staff member may request hearing 
and vision screening for a student by calling Mrs. Lents, school nurse. 
 

 



 
Front Row L to R:  Gabriella Malkoun, 
Bobby Lancaster, Isabella Sowiak, Allison 
Spapperi, Anishi Patel, and Victoria Derian 
Back Row L to R:  Bahaar Esfahani, Aleks 
Godowski, Briana Leone, Joya Arnold and 
Courtney Worcester 
Not Pictured:  Mikaela Gienger and Alisha 
Amin 
 

  Or     Or ?? 
 

See the attached mail-in only/or online  
registrations to Chess Scholars, Young 

Rembrandts, and Mad Science which are due 
December 15th  for Chess Club and  

January 7 th  for Young Rembrandts and 
January 15 th  for Mad Science (grades K-3 

only).  

 

Attachments to the Journal Today… 
DJ Reader –December/January 
Chess Club Registration Form 

Young Rembrandts Registration Form 
Mad Science Registration Form 
Spelling Bee Permission Form 

Shop Stratford for Schools Flyer 
Talent Show Permission Form 

Adrenaline Cheer-N-Dance Club Flyer 

Please see the attached information and 
permission slip which is due Friday, 

December 18 th . 
 
 
 

          District 13 Spelling Club  
 

The District 13 Spelling Club is starting again 
soon – on December 17th  at DuJardin for 3 rd  
through 8 th  grade.  Permission forms must be 
returned on Monday December 14 th .   Forms 
are attached to the journal today. 
 

 Holiday Activities  
 
Special holiday activities for DuJardin 
students will be held on Friday, December 
18th . Holiday parties for AM Kindergarten will 
be from 10:15 -11:15 a.m. AM Early Childhood 
will have their party from 10:30-11:15 a.m.  
PM Early Childhood will have their party from 
1:45-2:30 p.m.  Parties for PM Kindergarten 
through Grade 5 will begin at 1:00-2:00 p.m. 
followed by an assembly from 2:15-3:00 p.m.  

Jaguars of the Week 
December 4, 2009 



K.I.D.S.  

Kind I nvolved DuJardin Students  

Our December collection is 
continuing for the Bloomingdale Food 
Pantry! The pantry is short due to an 
increased need throughout the communities 
that they serve.  Our collection will continue 
through December 11 th . 

K.I.D.S. will also be collecting 
gently used winter coats and jeans from now 
through spring for anyone who is interested 

in donating them. 
 
 

            Don’t Forget 

 
A “Toys for Tots” charity drive will take 
place from December 7 th -15th .  Please note 
the change of date from last week’s 
journal.  We hope all families will participate 
by bringing in new toys. 

January will include a "Super" event 
when we sponsor another "Souper Bowl" to 
raise canned goods for the food drive. 
Further details to come.   
Happy Holidays from your Student Council! 

 

 
 
Our “Giving Tree” continues to be decorated with all kinds of hats, mittens, and scarves.   How 
exciting!  The tree is located in the front hallway and we are hoping it will be totally covered by 
December 18th .  All these items will then be donated to the needy of Bloomingdale Township.    
 

What a wonderful way to begin the holiday season!! 
 

The Giving Tree  



 

This week we had our annual Holiday Magi c shopping adventure for the children.  
Many thanks to Susan Carrera and her many he lpers for organizing this great event for the 
children.   
Thank you  to Susan Lancaster for chairing the “Origina l Arts Works” project.  The children came 
home with some wonderfully decorated items for the holidays. 

Thanks also Lisa Lesniak for organizing our poinsettia sale.   We appreciate you taking 
the time to do this. 
 
Nutritional Snack on Friday, December 18th will be Cheez-Its  for $.25.   Thank you to Mary Jane 
Kupiec and Cheryl Pilz for volunteering to dist ribute the snack to the classrooms each month. 
 

 

Shop & Share 
DuJardin PTO will hold a Shop & Share fund-rai sing program on Dec., 14, 15, 16, 2009 at ALL 
Jewel-Osco Stores. By shopping at Jewel-Osco on one of those days, 5% of the total purchases 
(including all Osco items), excluding tax will be donated by Jewel-Osco to the organization. You 
can forward or print as many as needed to pass out to friends and family.  
 
DuJardin PTO will use the money generated by th eir Shop & Share to fund student & teacher 
activities, functions, and also purchase needed items as requested by teachers. 
 
Anyone interested in helping DuJardin PTO by sh opping at Jewel-Osco on those dates will need a 
"Shop & Share Identification slip." Please print one from the DJ journal or stop by the front 
office to pick as many needed up. 
 

 Next PTO Meeting – January 12 th  at 7:00 p.m. in the IMC  

Please see the attached flyer for important information. 
Thank you Jennifer Okun for heading up this up. 



DJ CALENDAR COUNTDOWN . . . 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DATE TIME WHAT’S HAPPENING . . . 

Dec. 10 9:30 & 10:30 a.m. 
3:30-4:30 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 

Winter Choral Concert 
Knitters Club 
Winter Choral Concert 

Dec. 11 11:00-1:30 p.m. Chorus Field Trip 

Dec. 14  
3:30-4:30 p.m. 
3:30-4:30 p.m. 

Spelling Club Permission Slip Due 
Young Rembrandts 
Year Book Club 

Dec. 16 11:55-12:45 p.m. 
3:30-4:45 p.m. 

Hot Lunch – Home Run Inn 
Books, Nooks & Cooks 

Dec. 17 11:55-12:45 p.m. 
3:30-4:30 p.m. 
3:45-4:45 p.m. 

Book Swap 
Knitters Club 
Spelling Club 

Dec. 18  
10:00 a.m. 
10:15-11:15 a.m. 
10:30-11:15 a.m. 
1:15-2:15 p.m. 
1:45-2:30 p.m. 
2:15-3:15 p.m. 

Talent Show Permission Forms Due 
Nutritional Snack 
Kindergarten AM Holiday Party 
EC/AM Holiday Party 
K-5th  Grade Holiday Parties  
EC/PM Holiday Party 
Assembly 

Dec. 21-Jan. 1  Winter Break – No School 

Jan. 4  
3:30-4:30 p.m. 
3:30-4:30 p.m. 

School Resumes 
Young Rembrandts 
Yearbook Club 

Jan. 5 9:00-11:45 a.m. 
3:30-4:50 p.m. 

2nd Gr. Field Trip – Cernan Space Center 
Talent Show Auditions 

Jan. 6 1:40 Dismissal Early Dismissal  – 1:40 p.m.  
K/PM & EC/PM - meet at regular time 

Jan. 7 3:45-4:45 p.m. 
3:30-4:50 p.m. 

Spelling Club 
Talent Show Auditions 

Jan. 8  Spirit Day 
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 will begin working on a unit about animals.  The texts they read will help them 

answer the question, “Where do animals live?”  They will talk about various environments including the 
ocean and grasslands as well as discuss what animals do in winter.  Kindergarten will be introduced to the 
comprehension skills of compare and contrast, main idea, sequencing, and realism and fantasy.  Kindergar-
ten students will also continue to review and apply their knowledge of sounds in reading and writing.  Before 

the holidays, Kindergarten will do a unit on the gingerbread man.  They will learn to retell the story, compare different 
versions of the story, and summarize the story.  When summarizing they will include main characters, setting, prob-
lem, and solution. Students will analyze each of these plot components and compare them across the different ver-
sions of the story.  High frequency words include: he, for, we, my, me, with, she, see, look. Please be sure to read 
during the holiday break and ask you child questions about the story to make sure they understand it.  Try to find 
some fun holiday poems to read as well! 

����	
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 will be working on making predictions before and during reading and summarizing 

both fiction and nonfiction texts.  They will also discuss author’s purpose, why the author wrote a certain 
piece: to entertain, explain, persuade, or inform.  At the same time, students will learn about the compre-
hension skills of compare/contrast and plot (character, setting, problem, and solution).  Students will get to 
hear and read some fun holiday stories as they practice their comprehension skills. Vocabulary practice will 

have students identifying synonyms and antonyms, descriptive words as well as using the “amazing words.”  Stu-
dents will be practicing the various spellings of the long e sound (ee, magic e).  They will also learn to identify sylla-
bles which helps them learn how to chunk words for reading or writing.  Students will also identify and begin to read 
compound words.  Spelling practice will include words that end in –ng or –nk as well as r-controlled vowels (or, ore). 
Please read over the holiday break and practice the comprehension skills that have been mentioned in previous 
newsletters.  It is always helpful to ask your child questions after a story to make sure they understand what they 
(or you) read. 

������
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 During the month of December, second grade will finish a unit focused on the 

question, “What does it mean to be creative?”  They have learned many comprehension skills in this unit, 
including how to identify the theme of a story as well as cause and effect.  Students are also utilizing vari-
ous comprehension strategies to understand what they are reading.  They have practiced visualizing and 
predicting while reading.  Students also continue to focus on various long vowel sound spellings (i.e. Long 

I= I-e, ie, igh, y) During January, second grade will begin a unit focused on the question, “How do things change?  
How do they stay the same?”  Some topics they will discuss include the life cycle of plants and animals as well as 
why change can be difficult.  Students will utilize the comprehension skills of compare and contrast as well as using 
identifying fact and opinion so they are not mislead by the author.  Students will also practice the comprehension 
strategies of identifying story structure.  This helps a good reader check for understanding as well as remember im-
portant information from the story.  Finally, they will learn to ask questions during reading, again, to check themselves 
for understanding. Over the holidays, please be sure to read, read, read.  Learn some fun holiday poems, do some 
word searches or crossword puzzles.  Enjoy the holidays! 
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����  is going to focus on the genre of fiction over the next few weeks.   

Students will learn to use context clues to help them figure out unknown words.  They will also be intro-
duced to the comprehension skill of making generalizations.  A generalization is a broad statement about 

several facts or examples and what they have in common.  Students are taught to make generalizations in order to 
help them follow and judge an author’s argument as well as to make and support their own generalizations.  A gener-
alization may include key words like all, none, most, or many.  A valid generalization must be supported by facts. In 
addition, students will apply the comprehension strategy of answering questions to check for understanding.  Active 
readers ask and answer questions as they read.  They need to know where to look for the answers.  Answering ques-
tions will help them make a generalization. At home, please sit side-by-side with your child while they do their reading 
homework.  Make sure they are engaged in the reading and reading the words accurately.  Ask them questions after 
the reading to ensure that they understand what they have read. This holiday break, read some fun stories and holi-
day poems.  This is great practice for both fluency and comprehension! 
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����   will use a variety of literature (both fiction and nonfiction) that answers the 

question, “What are some patterns in nature?”  Students will investigate the changes that take place in na-
ture and how those changes impact animals.  They will determine how living things are connected and how 
weather patterns impact our lives.  As they read, they will utilize the vocabulary strategy of context clues to 

figure out unknown words.  They will also learn to identify word endings and how they impact the meaning of a word.  
Students will also practice the comprehension skills of cause/effect, fact/opinion, making generalizations (see 3rd 
grade for explanation), and using graphic sources.  They will learn to ask question to check their own understanding 
and use graphic organizers to organize the information they learned in a text.  They will continue to make predictions 
and visualize before and during reading to support comprehension.  Finally, fourth grade will work with story struc-
ture, which includes character, setting, problem, solution, and resolution.  Being aware of story structure helps stu-
dents recall information as well as ensure they understand the story.  Over the holiday break, please be sure to read, 
read, read.   Go to the library for some fun winter stories (this includes picture books—there are some great ones out 
there for fourth graders).  Explore some kid’s poetry on line.  Talk with your child about the places you go over break 
and maybe even have them keep a journal so they can share their adventures when they return in January! 



���	�

����   will be reading a variety of literature—including a drama—to answer the 

question, “What do people gain from the work of inventors and artists?”  They will discover how 
inventors and artists inspire us as well as future generations.  They will also learn how special ef-

fects are used to entertain us.  During this time, students will continue to use context clues and word struc-
ture analysis to determine the meaning of unknown words.  Students will improve their comprehension by 
identifying author’s purpose: to entertain, to explain, to inform, or to pursued.  Knowing the author’s pur-
pose helps us determine the appropriate rate at which we should read a text as well as what other reading 
strategies to employ.  Students will also practice identifying main idea and details in order to check their 
understanding of a passage as well as to prepare to write a summary of it.  Students will determine the dif-
ference between essential and nonessential details.  They will also identify fact and opinion statements, 
which will help them determine the author’s intent and prevent them from being misled.  Finally, students 
will continue to apply comprehension strategies (predicting, connecting, visualizing, summarizing, ques-
tioning, and inferring).  Please read, read, read over the holiday break.  Read a variety of genres and find 
some fun poetry to memorize.  Ask your child questions to check their understanding of what they have 
read. 
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As you know, we continually monitor our students’ fluency through various activities.  It has been 
proven that fluency impacts reading comprehension.  Most often, when people hear the term  
fluency they think of reading speed.  Speed is only one component of fluency.  As we continue to 
work with our students, I would like to stress that fluency entails reading at an appropriate speed 
as well as reading accurately.  Most of our students read at a speed commensurate with their 
grade level.  However, many students make numerous errors while reading.  This greatly im-
pacts their overall understanding of the passage.  If a student substitutes words that don’t impact 
the meaning of the passage that is less harmful than if a students mispronounces or skips sev-
eral words.  The second scenario leads to inaccurate comprehension.   
 
As you read with your child, please focus on his/her reading accuracy.  Pronounce unknown or  
difficult words for them and ask them if they know what the words mean.  If they don’t, explain 
the word to them and have them restate the definition in their own way.  All students, grades K-5, 
need an adult to sit and read with them from time to time.  While the older students are more pro-
ficient readers, they still need guidance and correction so they don’t fall into bad habits (like skip-
ping words and not going back to figure them out).  Finally, be sure to ask your child what the 
text was about.  Having them give you a brief summary.  This ensures they understand the  
passage and lock in to the essential details.   Happy reading!  
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