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Original Art Works 
Just a reminder – DuJardin is again offering 
the “Original Works” program that turns 
your child’s very own art into professionally 
reproduced full color products.  Some of the 
items available are magnets, mugs, t-shirts, 
mouse pads and many more.  Artwork was 
sent home and was due back by October 23rd.  
If you are planning to order, please turn in 
your form as soon as possible.  Any 
questions?  Please call Susan Lancaster, 630-
980-3110. 
 

 
On hot lunch days, students will only be 
allowed to bring uneaten lunch items home if 
they bring a lunch bag/lunchbox with them to 
lunch.  Otherwise items will be discarded. 

 
Hot lunch forms for December thru 
February were sent home..  Please note that 
prices were accidentally not printed for 
Wednesday, February 24.   Both lunches 
for that date are $4.00 each.   Please pencil 
in that amount if you desire a lunch that day.  
Sorry for the inconvenience. 

  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

K.I.D.S. 
 
Our October and November collection is 
for the PADS (Public Action to Deliver 
Shelter) Organization. 

Our K.I.D.S. goal is to collect 1 juice 
box from each student and staff member.  
 
K.I.D.S. will also be collecting gently used 
winter coats and used soccer cleats for kids 
who cannot afford them.   
 

Our annual Food Collection for the 
Bloomingdale Food Pantry will begin 
November 2nd and go through December 13th. 
Also, we will have our annual “Gobble, 
Gobble” raffle at the roller skating party on 
November 5th. Bring in one or more canned 
goods and you will be entered in a raffle to 
win your Thanksgiving turkey! 
 
Thanks to you all for your generosity and 

support! 
Kind Involved DuJardin Students 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Important 
Information 



 
 
 
 
 

What does the DuJardin PTO (Parent-Teacher Organization) do?   How can 
you get involved?   When do they meet?   Please see the attached informational flyer to 
help you understand how you can get involved in your child(ren)’s school. Our next PTO 
meeting is November 10th at 7:00 p.m. in the IMC. All are welcome to attend!    This is a 
great way to be involved in your child’s school and also to meet other parents. 

Thanks to all the room parents who are planning for the Halloween parties 
tomorrow.  It is always such a fun-filled day for our children! Please turn in receipts for 
party items to the PTO mailbox Attn: Mandy Higgins, thank you!  

Roller-Skating Party  
Our first roller skating party of the year is scheduled for Thursday, November 5th from 
6:30-8:30 p.m.    

There will also be our annual “Gobble, Gobble” Raffle.  It’s simple to enter – just 
bring in a canned or boxed food item for the Bloomingdale Food Pantry and turn your slip in 
at the door.  Please see the attached flyer for additional information. 
 
New Fundraiser – Butter Braids!!  Still time to order some yummy Butter Braids!!  They 
are great to pop in the oven over the holidays and are due back on November 6th.   Delivery 
will be November 10th from 3:30-6:30 p.m. 
 

Shop Stratford for Schools 
Reminder: Double Points Week:  October 26th – October 31st 

Earn double points when you make a purchase in the following stores between October 
26th through October 31st. Please bring your receipts to the Concierge Service Center 
(located on lower level by Kohl’s).  

 
Double Point Stores: 

Children's Place, Dakota Watch, Finish Line, Justice, Lane Bryant, Mandee’s, Painted 
Penguin, Plaques Plus, Victoria Secret, Yankee Candle. 

 

 



DJ CALENDAR COUNTDOWN . . . 

 
DATE 

 
TIME 

 
WHAT’S HAPPENING . . . 

Oct. 29  
 
11:44-12:20 p.m. 
3:30-4:30 p.m. 
3:30-4:30 p.m. 

No 5th Grade Band Today 
Pumpkin Decorating Voting 
4th and 5th Grade Rehearsal 
Chess Club 
Knitters Club 

Oct. 30  
10:00 a.m. 
10:15-11:15 a.m. 
10:30-11:00 a.m. 
1:30 p.m. 
2:00-2:30 p.m. 
2:15-3:15 p.m. 

Pumpkin Decorating Winners Announced 
AM Early Childhood & AM Kindergarten Parade 
AM Kindergarten Halloween Party 
AM Early Childhood Halloween Party 
K-5th Grade Parade 
PM Early Childhood Party 
K-5th Grade Parties 

Nov. 2 3:30-4:30 p.m. 
3:30-4:30 p.m. 
3:30-4:30 p.m. 

Young Rembrandts 
Yearbook Club 
Readers’ Theatre 

Nov. 3  Report Cards Go Home 
Nov. 4 11:55-12:45 p.m. 

1:40 p.m. 
Hot Lunch – Home Run Inn  
Early Dismissal – K/PM & EC/PM meet at regular time 

Nov. 5 3:30-4:30 p.m. 
3:30-4:30 p.m. 
6:30-8:30 p.m. 

Chess Club 
Knitters Club 
Roller Skating Party 

Nov. 6  
 
3:30-4:30 p.m. 

Spirit Day 
Butter Braid Fundraiser Ends 
Mad Science 

Nov.  9 3:30-4:30 p.m. 
3:30-4:30 p.m. 
3:30-4:30 p.m. 

Young Rembrandts 
Yearbook Club 
Readers’ Theatre 

Nov. 10  
3:30-6:30 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 

Turkey Contest Entries Due 
Butter Braid Delivery 
PTO Meeting 

Nov. 11  No School – Veterans Day 
Nov. 12 11:50-12:45 p.m. 

 
3:30-4:30 p.m. 
3:30-4:30 p.m. 

Student council Meeting – Room 123 
Turkey Contest Voting 
Chess Club 
Knitters Club 

Nov. 13  
 
3:30-4:30 p.m. 

Hot Lunch Forms Due 
Nutritional Snack - $.25 
Mad Science 
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It doesn•t matter if you•re the student, the teacher, or
the parent, parent-teacher conferences are bound to
cause some anxiety. Yet these one-on-one meetings are
priceless opportunities for families to get a better
understanding of their children. By preparing well for
your meetings with teachers and following up with
both your children and their teachers afterward, you
can strengthen your children•s school success.

Before the Conference:

Listen. Any time you hear your child talking about
something he or she is doing really well in or is having
trouble with„either with school-
work or with classmates„make a
note of it. When it•s time for the
conference with the teacher, you•ll
have a ready-made list of things to
discuss.

Ask. When it•s time to schedule the
conference with the teacher, sit down
with your child and ask him or her
what you should discuss with the
teacher. Encourage your children to
open up and tell you what it•s like for
them in the classroom. Do they feel
like they•re falling behind academic-
ally? Or are they bored because they understand the
material that the rest of the class is struggling with?
Are there any troubling issues with any of their
classmates? One thing that•s guaranteed to get your
children to open up is asking them what they think
their teacher is going to tell you about them.

Bring notes and papers.Write down questions you
want to address with the teacher. Bring copies of any
assignments you have questions about. Think ahead of
time how to be tactful and kind in wording concerns
you have about the teacher or the class.

During the Conference:

Be on time.Schools tightly schedule parent-teacher
conferences because there•s only so much time
available and dozens of families to see. Show up at
least a few minutes early, so you know you•ll be set to
begin when it•s your turn.

Hire a babysitter. It•s important to make sure that the

time you have with the teacher is as productive as
possible. Having other children in the room is
distracting. Either hire a babysitter or trade off with
another parent so that your children don•t tag along.

Take notes.In addition to presenting the questions and
concerns you brought to the meeting, make sure to
take notes about what the teacher is telling you about
your child. Be sure to address these important areas:
strengths, weaknesses, and social skills.

Keep emotions out of it.It is always difficult to hear
that your •angelŽ or •young EinsteinŽ isn•t exactly the

person you thought he or she
was in the classroom. Keep your
cool and bear in mind that the
teacher is offering constructive
criticism.

After the Conference:

Talk to your child. Sit down
with your child and tell him or
her what you and the teacher
discussed. Emphasize the
positive things the teacher said.
Remember that it•s important for
your child to feel positive about

learning, the teacher, and the school.  

Follow up. If there were important issues that need to
be dealt with, such as finding a tutor or getting
counseling for your child, make sure to follow up in
writing with the teacher soon after the conference.
Specify exactly what you discussed with the teacher,
what steps will be taken, what your responsibilities and
the school•s responsibilities will be, and what the
timetable is for action.  

Remember the principal. If, after meeting with your
child•s teacher, you still feel like you have serious
issues that weren•t adequately addressed, set up a time
to talk to the guidance counselor or principal to see
what other options are available.

Follow through. Once you know what you can do at
home to help your child succeed in school, make sure
to actually do it. It•s understandable that finding the
time might be difficult, but remember„your child
needs you.

Having Successful Parent-Teacher Conferences 

Report to Parents,written to serve elementary and middle-level principals, may be reproduced by
National Association of Elementary School Principals members without permission. Current year
back issues are available to members at www.naesp.org.



El hecho de comunicarse con el maestro de su niño
puede resultar en una situación de ansiedad tanto para
el estudiante, maestro y padre. Sin embargo, estas
reuniones cara a cara son excelentes oportunidades para
que las familias lleguen a comprender mejor a sus
niños. Al prepararse bien para las conferencias y
seguimiento con sus niños y maestros después de la
reunión, usted puede ayudar a fortalecer los resultados
académicos de sus niños. 

Antes de la conferencia:

Escuche.Cuando su niño hable acerca de las tareas
escolares en las cuales está rindiendo bien o teniendo
dificultades, tome nota. Haga lo mismo cuando
comente acerca de sus compañeros de escuela. De esta
manera, usted tendrá una lista de
temas para discutir con el maestro
durante la conferencia.

Haga preguntas.Antes de programar
la conferencia con el maestro, siéntese
con su niño y pregúntele lo que él o
ella piensa que usted debe discutir con
el maestro. Anime a sus niños a que
conversen acerca de la sala de clases.
Pregúnteles si piensan que no están
rindiendo bien, si están aburridos
porque ya comprenden el material que
el resto de la clase no comprende aun,
o si están teniendo problemas con
algún compañero de clases. Lo mejor
que puede hacer para que sus niños conversen sobre
estos temas es preguntarles lo que ellos piensan que el
maestro va a decirle acerca de ellos.

Lleve notas y papeles.Anote cualquier pregunta que
quiera hacerle al maestro y lleve copias de cualquier
tarea sobre la cual tenga preguntas. Antes de ir a la
conferencia, reflecte sobre cómo ser diplomática y
amable al conversar sobre sus preocupaciones con el
maestro o la clase.

Durante la conferencia:

Llegue a tiempo.Las escuelas tienen que programar
muchas conferencias entre maestros/padres y hay poco
tiempo y muchas familias que tienen que ver. Llegue
por lo menos algunos minutos antes de tiempo, para
que esté preparada cuando sea su turno.

Busque una niñera.Es importante que se asegure de

que el tiempo que tenga para reunirse con el maestro
sea productivo. El llevar niños a la conferencia
resultará en distracciones, así es que debe buscar una
niñera o compartir el cuidado de sus niños con otros
padres para que no tenga que llevar sus niños a la
reunión. 

Tome notas.Además de presentar sus preguntas y
preocupaciones, tome notas sobre lo que el maestro
diga acerca de su niño. Asegúrese de tratar las
siguientes áreas importantes: sus fortalezas, debilidades
y destrezas sociales.

No demuestre sus emociones.Aunque sea difícil
escuchar que su •angelitoŽ o joven •EinsteinŽ no es
exactamente la persona que usted pensaba en la sala de

clases, manténgase calmada y
recuerde que el maestro está
ofreciendo críticas construc-
tivas.

Después de la conferencia:

Converse con su niño.Siéntese
con su niño y comparta lo que
usted y el maestro discutieron.
Enfatice las cosas positivas y
recuerde que es importante que
su niño tenga una actitud
positiva en cuanto al aprendi-
zaje, maestro y escuela.

Después de la conferencia.Si hay asuntos importantes
que resolver después de la conferencia como por
ejemplo, encontrar un tutor u obtener asesoramiento
para su niño, asegúrese de comunicarse con el maestro
por escrito. Escriba exactamente lo que discutió con el
maestro, los pasos a tomar, las responsabilidades suyas
y de la escuela, y el horario para cumplir con éstas.

Recuerde el director.Si usted piensa que sus
preocupaciones serias no se trataron de una manera
adecuada durante la conferencia, programe una reunión
con el asesor escolar o el director de la escuela para
explorar otras opciones.

Seguimiento.Una vez que usted sepa lo que puede
hacer en casa para ayudar a su niño en obtener buenos
resultados académicos, asegúrese de cumplir con su
parte. Aunque sea difícil encontrar el tiempo para
ayudarle, recuerde„su niño depende de usted.

Cómo prepararse para la conferencia padre/maestro
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October 2009 

Parent Teacher conferences are scheduled for Monday, November 23 and Tuesday, 
November 24. This year we will be using On-line scheduling of Parent Teacher 
Conferences. Our on-line program gives DuJardin parents their own access to times 
and availability using the PTC Wizard program.  
 

The sign up window for scheduling your conferences is from 
Tuesday, October 13 to Friday, November 13, 2009.  

 
1. You will go to our District website, www. sd13.org , and open up the DuJardin 

page.  On the front of the DuJard in page will be a link to the PTC Wizard 
website.  There will also be a link to t he Parent User Guide, which contains 
step-by-step instructions for setting up a conference.  

 
2. Once you have accessed the PTC Wizard website, the program is simple as 

you follow the prompts through the sign up process.    
 

3. If you are having technica l difficulty signing up for your Parent Teacher 
Conferences or if you do not have inter net access, please call our main office 
for sign up assistance at 630-894-9200. 

It is your prerogative to sign up for conf erences at your conveni ence. As in the past, 
Parent Teacher Conferences are set up on a first come, first served basis, just as 
computer sign up is time sensitive. 

Increasing communication networks with effici ency is one of our DuJardin goals!  With 
on-line appointments, we hope you find signing up for appointments to be efficient and 
effective. As always, communication about your  student does not have to be saved for 
Parent Teacher Conferences. We welcome having you contact our teachers any time 
you have a concern abou t your student’s overall academic success.  

Sincerely, 

  
Mr. Mark Dwyer 
Principal 

2009 On-line scheduling fo r 
Parent Teacher Conferences  



                  HEY KIDS!!! 
November 5 th is… 

Du Jardin’s Fall 
Rollerskating Party! 

 
Join in on the fun at our firs t skating party of the school year ! 

 
When: Nov. 5, 2009… 6:30PM to 8:30PM 
Where: Coachlite Skate Center,1291 Byrn Mawr, Roselle 
Admission: $2.50 Per Skater 

Non-skaters:  Free 
Skate Rental:  Regular $2.00 
         Inline $4.00 

 
If you use your own skates, they must be in good, clean condition . 

You may wear your own safety equipment . 
 

Please, for safety reasons, no  children 
are to be left unattended. 

Drawing for the  free “Gobble, Gobble” Raffle!   
    (Win a free turkey!!!) 

(To enter you need to bring in a canned or boxed food 
item for the Bloomingdale Food Pantry) 

 
Fill your name out below & turn it in at the door to participate! 

cut here ………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Name:________________________________________________ 



BOARD BRIEFS 
 
The regular meeting of the Board of Education was held Monday, October 26, 
2009.  A public hearing was held for the purpose of discussing a holiday waiver 
for Lincoln’s Birthday as well as Veterans’ Day.  Nanci Greene and the three IMC 
directors presented a proposal for an upgrade to our library software.  November 
15 is designated as School Board Members Day in Illinois.  Each board member 
received a certificate of thanks. 
 
Board members approved/acted upon the following items: 
 

�x State Library Grant 
�x Consideration of a Resolution Providing for the Issue of Limited School 

Bonds, Series 2009A, for the Purpose of Increasing the Working Cash 
Fund of the District 

�x Consideration of a Resolution Providing for the Issue of Refunding 
School Bonds, Series 2009B, for the Purpose of Currently Refunding 
Certain Outstanding Obligations of the District 

�x ECRA Contract Renewal 
�x Truck Purchase 
�x 403b Plan Proposal 

 
Discussion Items included: 
 

�x Preliminary FY11 Budget 
�x Holiday Waivers 
�x First Reading of Amended Board Policies: 4:30, 4:40, 4:100, 5:30, 5:90, 

5:100, 5:120, and 7:190 
 
The following people received a “salute” from one or more board members 
and/or the superintendent/assistant superintendent for their contributions to the 
Bloomingdale School District community:  Larry Janis, retired community 
member, for serving as a volunteer tutor two full days per week in helping 
DuJardin students with various academic needs, in addition to mentoring a 
student once a week;  Ann Mitchell, retired District 13 teacher, for volunteering to 
tutor Erickson primary grade students each Monday;  Westfield teacher, Teddie 
Torney for planning and conducting a reading workshop for teachers in Grades 
4-8 from District 13 and Medinah; Technology Coordinator Nanci Greene for 
planning and conducting workshops in Word, Excel, and web-site design for 
Westfield teachers in early October; and, Finance Director Janis Prehn for 
helping us achieve a AA+ bond rating.   



 
 
 

 Parent Teacher Organization   
 
 

 
 
The PTO is a great way to get involved in your child’s school. There are 
many ways to help!  
 

 You can volunteer by running a committee yourself or with a 
couple of other parents.  

 You can run a fundraiser to he lp raise funds for the PTO. 
Raising money for the PTO helps pa y for things such as Fun Fair, 
Field Day, assemblies and much more.   

 All parents are welcome and encouraged to come to PTO 
meetings!!  Have some new ideas – come and share them.  Everyone’s 
input is important for a successful school year.  
 

There will also be many committees and some board positions available 
next year. Without volunteers we would not be able to do all the things 
we do each and every year for our children.  
 
Our next PTO meeting is Tuesday, November 10 th  at 7:00 p.m.  Hope to 
see you there!  If you have any que stions please contact Mandy Higgins 
at 630-307-0242 or Lisa Lesnia k at 630-307-9439. Thank You! 

 
 



 
 
 
 

BLOOMINGDALE 
POLICE &  FIRE 
OPEN HOUSE 

 

Saturday, October 31st, 2009 
10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. 

**Parking availability will be on the residential streets near Fairfield Way.** 
 

Both departments will conduct building tours 
with a Halloween theme. 

 

Activities & games provided by Bloomingdale 
Police, Fire and Park District  personnel. 

 

Refreshments will be served. 
Children are encouraged to wear their costumes 

for Trick or Treating . 
(Children under 10 years old need to be accompanied by an adult.) 

 

Child Safety Seat Checks will be conducted 
11:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. 

Note: Anyone interested in this service should contact the Police Department 
at (630-529-9868) for an appointment prior to the event. 

 
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact 

Officer Dawn Odoi at 630-529-9868.    




